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T was about twelve months ago that my mind, as 
is but too frequent with me, void of ſtability, ram- 


| bled from one theme to another, and, for a conſi- 


derable time, continued its vagary to that degree, 


that I found myſelf utterly incapable of fixing my atten- 
tion on any ſubject that preſented itſelf, however inter- 


eſting and important it might ſeem. At laſt an awful ſub- 
jet, DEATH---all-eonquering DEATH, preſented it- 


ſelf to me, and that not in a very deſirable form, but in all 
the deformities of an implacable enemy to nature. This 


un welcome, though important ſubje&, prevailed upon 


and ingroſſed my attention in ſuch a manner, that for a 
fortnight's ſpace I maintained an almoſt conſtant inter- 
courſe with that awful production of ſin; throughout 


the whole length of the day, whether I was in the clo- 
ſet, at the table, or taking a turn on the flowery banks 


=o Severn, my friendly neighbour, I was always em 
ployed in viewing the features of his awful countenance z _ 
marking, as well as I could, the proportion of his parts, 
and duly obſerving his formidable retinue. It was thus 
I employed myſelf, whilſt the chearful Sun illuminated our 
borizon, and nature rejoiced in his genial rays : nor was 
I eſs intent on the awful ſubject, when ſilent night ſpread 


forth her ſable curtains over the kingdom, and invited 
the labourer to refreſhing reſt: for either my eyes reſiſt- 
ed the leaden influence of, fleep, or the viſiting lumber 


brought the thoughts of DEATH along with it. One par- 


cular! inſtance of my nocturnal copverſation with that 
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3 Nr | 
univerſal Pillager, I eſteem not unworthy--of a public 
hearing, therefore ſhall do myſelf the pleaturg.. of relat- 
ing it. 

Tt happened, one night, after J had been- ruminating 
deeply through all the day, on that awful ſubject, that when 
as in bed I could not compoſe myſelf. to. reſt for ſeveral 
hours, but nurabered the clock from eleven till two, ſo 

deep was the impreſſion which the exerciſe of the day had 
left upon my mind: then it was that I began to feel the 
power of an alarmed imagination; for in one ſtrain of 
thought I fancied that I beheld the dreaded monſter ap- 
proaching me with his opened commiffion in one-hand, 
and a reſiſtleſs dart in the other, with which he tended = 
piercing my reluctant heart, and the hated grave cloſe 
at his heels, yawning with eager deſire for a prey. The 
man who knows the extent of his own fortitude, and 
the, proweſs of . nature's. arm, will not brand me with 
cowardice, though I tell him, that ſuch a ſtriking diſco- 
very made my timorous nature to ſhrink, and turn its 
back on the inflexible enem 
Hard work, alas! to join the fray * Jah, 
„ Unleſs defended from his baleful ſting.” “ 
At another time I fancied that I ſaw the tyrant in the ; 


form of a dragon, wreathing his tremendous bulk be- 


7 [fem the feet of a glorious perſonage, who bore five ever 


flowing wounds, which he received on the day that 
haughty death imagined the heavenly country was added 
to his earthly dommions. And indeed well might the 
*infatiable tyrant conceive ſuch a preſumptuous thought, 
"ſeeing, ſtrange as it may ſeem, the Lord, the fountain of 
- life himſelf had fallen into his hands, nor did the regardleſs 
monſter pay. the leaſt deference to his immaculate perſon. 
But well for man it was, that as the Saviour fell he feiz- 
ed the king of terrors in his moſt, hideous form, and 
: wrenched from him the fatal ſting, the fad repoſitory, of 
his ſtrength, and diſabled kim of the leaſt hurtfulneſs to 
the choſen race. This holy Conqueror, for reaſons 
known to himſelf, and profitable to us, Was pleaſed to 
viſit the dwellings of the dead, and, for a ſeaſon, ſub- 
mitted himfelf to the atreſt of death; but the third bleſt 


© morning come, he ſhook the duſt Gas bim, burſt. che 
| 8 of the tomb 7 forſook the confines of death, and 


in holy triumph held forth the poiſonous, Ming and ſaid, 
% have ove: come b ch, and e bay. the  poyerpt 5 
| "ceath,” 
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death.” When I was indulged with ſuch a mental vi- 
ſion as this, I thought, that emboldened nature collected 
its force, and advanced to gaze on the expiring monſter. 
O! thought I, if I could always view that cruel adver- 
fary, in his ſtingleſs condition, ſprawling at the feet ot 


his wondrous d I could meet him with as little 


fear, as a child would ſport himſelf with a harmleſs lamb. 


As [ was meditating on theſe awful ſubjects, gentle flum- 


bers ſeized me with their lulling charms, and ſoon waft- _ 
ed me into the arms of downy fleep, where I lay the reſt 
of the night inactive in body, DEAT H having imprint- 


ed his image upon me 


In the mean while, the more „nnn mind, after her 
uſual manner, rambled abroad through unmeafured ſpace, 
Mounted on agil fancy, ſhe ſoon explored the vaſt me- 


ridian from pole to pole; then changing her courſe, the 


winged her flight acroſs the countries, from the alte ern 
depth to the occidental ſhore, and in its rapid journey 


my fruitful fancy lined out a numerous train of viſiona- 
ry objects; fo that now I had work enough cut out for 
the reſidue of the night, in turning over theſe phantoms 


of the mind. 
L dreamed, that in one place beheld the moſt beau- 


tiful garden that ever J had ſeen, repreſented by any type 


or print whatſoever, and which I preſume cculd be e- 
qualled only by Eden in its original beauty. In the 
midſt of this delightful garden aroſe a fountain, not of 
water, but of a flimy ſubſtance, bearing ſomething of 
the reſemblance of boiling pitch. 1 thous ht that the 


fountain flowed apace, and ſent forth innumerable 


ſtreams to every quarter of the globe, and that in ſuch 


plenty, that it diffuſed itſelf abroad through every corner 


of the land, inſomuch that every inhabitant was leſs or 


more bedaubed with the polluting matter. Gentlemen 


in ſcarlet and lace, ladies adorned with filver and gold 
- brocades, I beheld ſmeared with the filth of the faun- | 


tain ; from the high poſſeſſor of the royal chair, town | 
to the deſpiſed Lazar, all, all were polluted, though' 


they perceived not the ſtain. - Many of thoſe ſtreanis | 
Joining in one, compoſed a river of a prodigious force, 


which paſted through a ſpacious plain, and multitudes. 


of people of both ſexes, higb and low, rich and poor, 
of all denominations and perſuaſions, Leute, and cld, I 


law. rolling in the polluted ſtream. Some ſwimming, 
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others wading ; ſome faſter, others ſlower down the noi- 
ſome channel; ſome ſipping, others lapping the foam 


of the unnatural billows, but all going along with the 
ſtream, which I perceived diſembogued itſelf on the o- 


ther ſide of this world, in a lake which burneth with 


fire and brimſtone, where the worm dieth not, and where 
the fire is not quenched, 


In another place I ſaw an infinite number of col, 


old and young, rich and poor, ſome decked with orna- 
mental embroideries, rich brocades, delightful damaſks, 
&c. others hardly covered with deforming rags ; ſome 


with their coaches, landaus, &c. attended with: a nu- 


merous retinue; ſome on horſeback following a pack of 
hounds, others running on foot, but all purſuing the 


fame chace, This promiſcuous body, as I thought, 


formed itſelf into a circle of a wide diameter, around 
the mouth of a dreadful volcano. Every member of the 


mixed multitude held an uninterrupted purſuit around 


the ring. Thoſe who rode in coaches, chariots, and 


| Jandaus went foremoſt in the mad proceſſion ; thoſe who 


ſtrode the martial ho1ſe were next unto them; and the 
poorer fort, who tramped it on foot, hied after as faſt 


as they could. When ! beheld the dos of the croud, 


I could not help admiring what valuable prize it might 
be, which prompted them to run with ſuch alacrity, 
and that even within the views of danger; but at laſt I 
eſpied what are commonly called the pleaſures of life 
transformed into immaterial butterflies, a cloud of which 


cut their uneven flight around the above-named circle, 
and danced as wantons within a very ſmall diſtance of 


"SZ 


the firſt rank of the purſuers; and many of them, as 


ftraggling flies, mixed themſelves with the various ranks 


of tae fag-end of the multitude ; and all the .croud, as 


1 thought, were intent on catching the giddy flies, ever 


Hoping and ever diſappointed, 

Sometimes the purſuers got within arms-length of the 
leading flies, then they ſnatched with eager graſp, nothing 
doubting but the long-ſought prize at Jaft was won. But, 


O the power of deceit | as ſoon as the enthuſiaſt opened 
his hand, he ſaw with grief that the Aly had eluded his 


diligence, however often it wantoned near him. Thus 
diſappointed, they doubled their diligence, and increaſed 


their ſpeed, in order to accompliſh the defired end; but 
this, nownithilanying all their ligence, [| perceived ta 
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be impracticable, for although the butterflies always kept 
in view, ſo ſubtle were they, they never could be caught; 
and yet ſo alluring was their wanton dance, that the mad 
purſuers, prompt with hope of attaining, could not be 
prevailed with to deſert the chace, although at every turn 
one or more of the company tumbled into the pit, from 
whence there is no redemption. But as the volcano in 
the center received thoſe whoſe race was run, others 
from the outſide joined the ranks, and filled up the place 
of the perſons loſt. And thus it was at every turn, for 
they were always drawing nearer and nearer to the pit, 
and thus they continued as long as I beheld them. 

In a third place, I ſaw in a ſpacious field, a prodigi- 
ous number of people, moſtly old, or middle aged, ex- 
tremely buſy, and working upon their hands and knees, 
ta whom I was touched with the tendereſt emotions of 

| Pity, looking on them to be in a ſtate of the moſt avject 
| flavery, but could not for a time comprehend the nature 
of their ſervitude, being altogether unacquainted with 
ſo ſtrange a ſort of toil, Their actions ſeemed much to 
reſemble thoſe of a mole, for though hands and feet, and 
every other organ were cloſely employed, their heads, 
their plodding heads, were principally concerned in the 
work; and what before I took to be ſuch ſervile drudg- 

_ ery, I ſoon learned to be their chief, if not their only 
pleaſure. O!] with what alacrity did they rout with 
their heads, mole-like, in the earth in queſt of ſome- 

what, but what it was I could not at firſt comprehend, 
till after lending a cloſe attention for ſome time to their 
motions, I perceived them to pick from the duſt amongſt 

which they routed, certain particles of yellow duſt, 
with ſomewhat of a brilliant gloſs; and as ſoon as they 

found any of theſe, they kiſſed them, and kid them in a 

cavern very near the heart; and many of thoſe diligent 

_ gentry I ſaw fall proſtrate before the refulgent heap, and 
thus addreſs it.“ Gold! adorable gold! gold, thou 
bleſſed effect of mine own induſtry, be thou ever pre- 
ſerved ſafe in my poſſeſſion, and I deſire no other good, 
no other bleſſing but thee. Increaſe, O! increaſe upon 
me; for thou anſwereſt all things, and I can be happy 
only in the poſſeſſion of thee. Avaunt every palfering _ 
| rogue, ye poor and needy keep for ever at a diſtance - 
[from my dwelling, and Teap the reward of your floth- _ 
lulneſs. And, O my gold | continue to reſt in theſe 
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bleſſed coffers, bleſſed only by thy preſence. Ceaſe thy 
roving, and even here take up thy abidance, and here [ 
vow, that my morning homage, and evening adoration, 
ſhall be paid to none but thee.” I faw, as I thought, 
ſome of them dig or rout a whole ſummer's day, and 
prove very unſucceſsful, finding few or none of thoſe a- 


dored particles of duſt; others were more ſucceſsful, 
and at every time they dived into the earth with their 
head, they brought forth, ſome leſs, others more of the 


fulgent clay, and diſpoſed of it ſo as to endue it with 
a generative quality, ſo that it came to paſs it annu- 


ally begat, and brought forth more of its own ſpecies. 


Others I ſaw who routed long and ſore, but no increaſe 


enſuing, they fell into a viſible diſcontent, and curſed 


the partial earth, which beſtowed her favours on others, 


as they thought, leſs worthy than themſelves. Some 
there were alſo who toiled long, and were very ſucceſs- 


ful in the routing way, having heaped much of that pre- 


cious duft together; but, to their laſting mortification, 


ſome cunning neighbour, by a moſt maſterly artifice, 


got beyond and robbed them of the adored metal. Others 


_ diligently routed both night and day in the earth, and 


with the utmoſt care diſpoſed of their increaſe in ſome 


| placg of approved ſafety, but in deſpite of all their in- 


duſtry, they were mortified to the laſt degree, when the 


perceived that their own children, who played about 7 


their knees, and whom they loved above all things, next 
to their gold, were more dextrous in ſcattering the heaps 


abroad than they themſelves were in collecting of them. 
Likewiſe ſome were there, who by long and inceſſant fa- 


tigue, had the pleaſure of gathering much of this yel- 
low duſt together, but 'ere they were aware, whilſt 


ſtanding in an adoring poſture before it, ſuddenly ſunk 
Into the earth, and 1 ſaw them no more ; but where they 


went to take up their future abidance I do not at preſent 
determine, only this I faw, their memory was ſoon for- 


gotten, and the next heir reaped the fruit of their ind uſ- 


try. Others there were, who with indefatigable diligence 
had got almoſt enough of this brilliant duſt, but ere the 


fc col had time to conſider that it was periſhable, he had |} 
the unſpeakable grief of ſeeing it all ſwept away by fome 

| ſhower, or burned up by ſome flaſh of lightning, ſent on 

purpoſe by the angry heavens; on which diſaſter fome 


of them became quite-diſconſolate, and went. mourning 
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even to the grave. Others, of more heroic fortitude, 
having ſuſtained loſs, immediately clapped down on their 


hands and knees, and went to work with their head in 


the earth, and routed therein with double diligence, re- 


ſolving 0 means, juſt or unjuſt, to repair their ruined 


beaps. Having had a full view of this routing brother- 


hood, I could not forbear thinking, that a people io very 


near reſembling the mole in its diſpoſitions and actions, 
might, with a good deal of propriety, be named Human 


Moles. PE + 7 by ee 
But tired with beholding the paultry actions of this 


eroveling ſociety, I thought I bent my courſe to another 
domain, where I ſaw a lofty tower, the top of which 


tranſcended the hoary clouds, for aught I know, as far 
as they are higher than the earth, perhaps many times as 


far. The tower was built in a pyramidical form, divided 


into a great variety of ſtories, with a kind of winding 
way on the outſide, which led from one ſtory to another; 

and you muſt think that a very dangerous way it. ſeemed, 
ſeeing it had no battlements to guard its aſcendants. 
On every ſtory were built certain pinnacles, or ſmall 
towers, beautifully adorned with garlands of flowers, 
plumes of feathers, titles of ſtate, names of honour, &c. 
and on the top of the tower was a figure of clay, over- 


 Jaid with the appearance of gold. This image was form- 
ed in the ſhape of a woman, beautiful at firſt ſight, but 

_ whoſe features continue to appear the groſſer the longer 
you look at her. She ſeemed to be crowned with gold, 


adorned with ſparkling diamonds, and a zone ſtudded 


with precious ſtones begirt her ſwelling loins; over 
her head was raiſed an azure canopy, embroidered witi 
the fineſt gold; in one hand ſhe held titles and names, 


in the other a regal ſcepter, and, in an inviting poſ- 
ture, ſhe ſtood on a marble pedeſtal, and this alluring 
motto was wrote on her eſcutcheon. The valiant hero 


200 hath courage enough tu climb. up to me, fhall enjoy me. 
O what buſtle was here amongſt people of all ranks, 
ftriving who ſhould ſooneſt aſcend the ſides of the tower, 
each ftriving to poſſeſs himſelf of ſome place of eminenee | 
thereupon, without conſidering the dangers to which 
they were expoſed by their aſpiration. Often have I ſeen _ 
the contention of the turf, but never did I ſee ſuch jock-. 


7 eying as was here; hardly any thing but juſtling and 


croſſing the way was to be ſeen amongſt them; when 
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one was ems a few ſteps above the vulghs level, and 


fancied himſelf ſecure of à place of eminence, another 
prompted thereunto by envy, or ſome other principle e- 
qually vicious, came up to him, tripped up his heels, 
and precipitated him into the mote which ſurrounded the 
tower; for it ought to be obſerved, that this tower was 


ſurrounded by a horrible puddle, into which many of 


thoſe who ſought to aſcend, were plunged with violence 


before they knew themſelves to be in danger, either by 
the jockeying of their opponents, or even when ſeated 
upon the long- deſired pinnacle, by ſome addy guſt burſt- 


ing from the boſom of the tower, and precipitating them 
lower than they had been before. However ſome few 
there ,were, who with indefatigable diligence, attainel 
almoſt the top of the tower, and on the ſpiral point of 
the pinnacles they ſwaggered with waving arms, and in 
à contemptuous manner looked on the gazing croud 


who ſtood below, eager beyond meaſure to obtain a ſmile 


of their lordſhips ; but herein I thought the croud was 
greatly diſappointed, for no ſooner were any of theſe 


gentry put in poſſeſſion of a pinnacle, but inſtant- 


Iy they drank of the obliviating waters of Lethe, and 
totally forgot the men upon whoſe ſhoulders they climb- 
ed to thoſe ſeats of eminence. Nevertheleſs, ſo deeply 
infatuated were thoſe who ſtood below, that they not 
only worſhipped the grandeur which they themſelves had 

put upon them, but ſtretched their expectation beyond 
imagination, of receiving ſome convincing proof of their 


gratitude, But former depreiſions utterly forgot, the 


worthy gentlemen dwelt in their ſecure pomp, till, in 


an unhappy hour, a ruffling blaſt burſt ſwiftly upon 


them, and furiouſly whirled them from i ſeats ob : 
honour. rx ; 

Some two or three Arnd even to the marble pe- 
deſtal, where they ſat adorned with plumes of feathers, 
but could hardly be ſeen of the populace below. One 


thing concerning them ] could not but think remarkable, 


for tometimes they appeared like a lamb, then like a lion ; 
or a bear, and if at any time the wind beat high upon 


them, they transformed themſelves into a willow, and 


bended beneath the blaſt; otherwiſe into a ſtream, and 

thus they eludded the iron hand of danger; and when 
'the go was e INT POE? lke e ee ; 
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and the haughty madam looked down with a ſmile upon 
them. 


But of all the multitudes there was only one, who fat 


immediately at her feet in a royal chair; and upon his 
head ſhe reſted her hand and owned him her darling ſon. 
This favourite was a blooming majeſtic Youth, in whoſe 
| countenance was to be ſeen wiſdom and magnanimity 
written in legible characters; and with deportment alto- 


gether different from thoſe who ſat near him, he looked 


down with an air of affection to all the ranks below him. 


But ſtrange as it may ſeem, this worthy perſonange 


notwithſtanding his merit and elevated ſtation did not ap- 
pear to be the moſt happy perſon in the world, for it was 
not difficult to ſee anxious cares, and perplexing fears, 


; crawling as fo many ſnakes around his chair. I thought. 


then that ſurely the higher a man is in ſtation, he is the 
more emphatically wretched, unleſs he can hug the ſervile 
chain like the mutable ſons of Proteus. I thought in my 


dream that by what means foever any pinnacle threw its 


rider; or however dirty his fall might be, that no ſooner 
Was the place proclaimed empty, than numbers ſtrove 


who ſhould firft vault into it. Here I faw a curate aim 


Tng at a vicarage, a vicar at a biſhopric, and a biſhop 


ſtriving for an archiepiſcopal ſee, Here I ſaw a valet aſ- 
piring to the fine gentleman, a baronet aiming at an earl- 


dom, and a country ſquire coveting the direction of the 
nation. Here J alfo ſaw a private centinel aiming at a 
glorious halbert, a halberdeer at a captain's place, a cap- 
tain earneſtly ſuing for a regiment ; and Prude my lady's 
woman affecting the name of /Zadom.---For my own 
part I though hat when I ſaw the frantic follies of man- 
kind, I _ not help withing that they were again bleſſed 
with the right uſe of their reaſon. 
At laſt, more ſtayed, [ found myſelf in the middle of a 


ſpacious lield, decorated with all the variety of nature; in 


the bloom, the freſheſt-verdancy, was the velvet-like 
ground work, embroidered with à richer variety of perfect 
colours, than ever the delicate pencil of Apelles left on 
the ſtained canvas. I walked along admiring its beauties, 


_ Faviſhed with the fragrancy of the full-blown flowers, 
which as oriental gems, richly decorated the enamelled 


plain. I attended occaſionally to the tuneful lark, as ſhe 


chanted her morning anthem to her almighty preſerver; yp. 


* * raviſhed car received the melody from the warb- 
C ling 
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ling throats of the blackbird and thruſh. Pleaſed to ſee 


and hear the ſpangled field join in concert with the fea- 
tliered ſongſters, who ſent forth their chirping melody 
from the flowery hedges; the one chearfully linging, the 


other ſweetly ſmiling the great creator's praiſe; 1 man, 
faid I, Lord of this lower creation, what bleſſings doſt 
thou enjoy beyond the moſt extenſive privileges of all thy 


neighbours, the inhabitants of air, earth and water? con- 
ſcience, rcaſon and underſtanding, an erect poſture of body, 


fole dominion over all the numberleſs ranks of creatures, 


_ animate and inanimate, which poſſeſs this earthly globe, 
or the expanſive fea ; they all are thine by divine dona- 
tion, they all were made for thee: ſuch are thine unvalued 


privileges, joined with an ever-during exiſtence, and a 
capacity fitted for the enjoyment of an infinite good? _. 
Theſe are bleſſings peculiar to the ſtate of favoured man, 


and for which only depraved man are capable of being 
unthankful. But oh! let humanity bluſh at the awful 


conſideration ; notwithſtanding all our enjoyments, we, 


only we men, are idle, when univerſal nature joineth in 


general concert to ſpeak the great creator's praiſe, In- 
rateful man! ſhall the ſun, the moon and ſtars, with 
all the hoſts of heaven, unccafing move in general concord, 


and harmoniouſly ſhew forth the praiſes of God? Muſt 


the fowls of the air, the beaſts of the field, and ell the in- 
habitants of the waters, animate and inanimate, be con- 
cerned in the enhancement of his manifeſt glories, and 
thou above all otheis mo beloved, and moſt indulged, 

alone remain dumb in the general concert; worſe than 


dumb, even refract ry? Ungrateful man, what will be- 


come of thee when the God of equity gives command 


that thou ſhouldeſt deliver up thy ſoul ? 
I thought in my dream, that as I was thus ruminating, I 


was greatly turprized, by ſceing the monſter DEATH enter 


into the field: by a a breach whic h Sin had made in its ; fences, 


He appearcd at firſt in form of a ſkeleton, with quiver and 
darts, as he is uſually drawn---The moſt barbarous rage 


and inflexible cruelty fat brooding over his hollow eyes, 


whilſt his unſeemly fingers eagerly graſped the irreſiſtible 
ſcythe; the mattock and ſpade, wrought in a field of cor- 
ruption, with the reſemblance of empty ſhades friſking 
over it, was the ſkeleton's flag; cloſe behind bim, U | 
_ treading on his heels, followed a lean, ill looking figure, 


with extended j JON at the light of which my blood chilled 
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in my veins, and my fleſh ſhuddered on my bones with 


perfect averſion ; nor was this averſion peculiar to me, 
for I perceived that all nature ſeemed to fly trom its pre- 
ſence; and, indeed, well might nature tremble at the 


thoughts of an encounter, for the fame hunger-bitten 


follower of DEATH caſt a languiſhing look on every 


object, and yawned with deſire to devour it. 
[ thought that DEATH was no ſooner entered the 


field, than this meagre and greedy attendant addreſt her- 
ſelf to him, in a greedy manner, ſaying,---Give--Give-- 
on which the cruel ſkeleton brandiſhed his ſhafts, and 
fiercely threw from his unerring hand firſt at one, then 
at another object, till whole nations fell almoſt at once 


beneath his fatal javelin: and one inſtance in particular 


1 faw, of a whole generation being [wept away by one 
ſtroke of his ſcythe; ſuch was the a amazing power that he 


had obtained from complicated Sin, that all, eſpeciall 


mankind, fell at the firſt touch ef the deſtructive dart; 
and aſſoon 28 fallen, this deteſted monſter licked them up, 


and the world ſaw them no more. Here I ſaw this grand 
devourer made no diſtinction, betwixt this and that, but 
fed with as much delight on the fleſn of a beggar, as on 
that of princes and nobles; the celebrated beauty, and 


the youthful hero, ſeemed to afford no greater reliſh to the 


hungry grave, than the country landlady or ruſtic ſwain 


old and young, beauteous and unſeemly, rich and poor, 


noble and ignoble, were confuſedly jumbled e in 
its inſatiable womb. 


At a very ſmal! diſtance from this king of terrors, fol- 


| lowed a tall upright perſonage, of the exacteſt ſymmetry 
in all her parts, her mien was noble, and all her geſture 
uniform. This royal and majeſtic perſonage, I thought, 
fat upon a ſeat of right judgment, and held a pair of equal 
' balances in her hand, and had for her motto, I judge ac- 
cording to every man's works.) 1 thought that this upright 
lady, who was in herſelf the moſt perfect beauty, inveſted 
| DEATH with dreadful array, and equipped him in the 
moſt of his terrors; as every human creature who fell a 
prey to the Ravager, was immediately weights in her im 
partial balances. 
Laſt of all, in the train of the ſkeleton, followed ' 
monſter of deviliſh birth, and of ſuch a form as I had 


never ſeen before; it kept its eye, as I thought, continu- 
9 7 0 on the upright lady, whoſe name was Juſtice, 
e 4 making 
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making inquiſition for blood; and to this monſter was 
given every perſon, whoſe actions did not weigh according 
to the rules of the ſanctuary, and they were all ſtored in 
its incorrupting bowels. And what was very ſtrange, 
notwithſtanding all the perſons who were given to this 
inſatiable monſter remained entire within it, it continued 
as ſolicitous for more as it was the firſt moment of its 
being. Then I thought of that ſaying, DEATH and 
Hell, are never ſatished., _ if 1 Tre 

. I ſtood a conſiderable time admiring the ſtrangeneſs of 
the ſhow, and ſoon I began to diſcover ſomething more; 

for DEATH metamorphoſed himſelf into a dragon of an 
enormous ſize, and approached near to the place where I 
had took my ſtanding for obſervation : fearful left I ſhould 
be the, prey at which he aimed, I began to think of me- 
thods of reſiſtance, as I could not reconci}: myſelf to the 
thougbts of the grave; nor was I certified at that time, 
that 1 ſhould eſcape hell if he ſeized me. Up he came 
within a very little diſtance of me, which greatly rouſed 
my apprehenſions of danger; but to my unſpeakable joy 
he turned off to the left, followed by his dreadful retinue, 
and turning my eye to that ſide of the field, I ſoon diſ- 
covered the prey at which he aimed. A beauteous lady 
in alf the grandeur of life, decked with the richeſt ſilks, 
adorned: with gold, pearl, and precious ftones ; attended 
by a numerous train of abedient ſervants, and ſhe herſelf 

gliſtened like a goddeſs in the midſt of them. Every at- 
tendant carefully obſerved the glance of her eye, the 
wave, of her hand, or the nod of her head, having learned 
by thoſe to read her Jadyſhip's pleaſure. . 

At firſt I was much amazed to ſee this jovial company 
altogether unapprehenſive of danger, as nene of them 
ſeemed to regard the monſter's approach; but maintained 
their jollitry with as much delight as if DEATH had never 
been born. Touched with pity, I thought I waved my 
hand to awake their attention, and intreated them to be- 

5 Ware of yonder dragon; but at that inſtant I beheld a kind 
pop. God, who claims the preſidency over this world, to 

raiſe a duſt and ſpread a miſt before their eyes, ſo that 
| they could not diſcern the paths of the Deſtroyer ; there- 
fote they rejected my admonitions, mocked at my fervor, 
und bid me be gone for a pratipg fool. But ſeeing their 
imminent danger, and being moved with concern for 
them, I was deſirqus to procure their fafety; therefore I 
. — x diſregarded 
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diſregarded their elamorous ſpeeches, hardened my gong 
tenance againſt ſhame, and lift up my voice higher and 


higher, uſing many arguments to perfuade them that the 
monſter DEATH was even then at hand to devour one 


or more of them: but all in yain | For they would receive 


none of my admonitions, and mocked at my zealous 
concern. At laſt, unhappy moment ! the inexorable ty - 
rant came up with them, and with his forked talons ſeized 
my lady in the midft of her jocularity. But Q! how it 


would have ſhocked you to fee the conſternation ſhe was 


in, when ſhe firſt perceived herſelf enyenomed by his poi- 
ſonous ſting, for then ſhe was convinced that he aimed 
at her life, and was unwilling to the laſt degree to venture 


into the immaterial world, ſo much unknown to the beſt 
Et of men, and the dread. of thoſe who are ignorant of God. 


If gold and ſilver could have redeemed her from DEATH, 


ſhe would freely have given as much as would have built a 
cathedral, parted with all her attendants and finery, and lived 
in adverſity the reſidue of her days; or if ſne might have been 
exempted from the dreadful encounter, ſhe would even; 
have given up the beloved pleaſures of plays, operas and 

dancing aflemblies. But alas! no bribe, nor promiſe of 
future amendment, could turn aſide the relentlefs arrow, 


or, procure the once gay delinquent the ſhorteſt reprieve, 


She implored the aid of her {kilful phyſician, attended 


by her faithful apothecary ; yea, a whole troop of the fa- 


culty were ſummoned to exerciſe all their wiſdom, by any 
means to reſiſt the rapacity of the ine xorable tyraut; but 
all in vain: for ſad experience proved that no medicine, 
however ſkillfully prepared, is a ſufficient antidote againſt 
the poiſon, of DEA Tiis cankered ſting; therefore the 


lady, however reluctant, was forced to ſubmit to the ſus _ 


perior power of the monarch of terrors. 


” # 


Having had a full view of all that paſt betwixt DEATEL 


and the lady, I could: not forbear refle&ing on the folly. 


of inconſiderate mortals, who are every hour, for aught 
they know, expoſed to death; and yet live all together ſtran= 
pers to a certain, an approaching eternity; nor ſuffer the 


leaſt thought of futurity to dwell upon their mind, but 
_ afliduouſly bury every ferious reflection in the mote of ſen- 
ſuality; ruſhing impetuouſly from one prophane delight 
to another, till — * D 


| EATH puts an end to their 
m as he did the unhappy lady. g 0 


career, and ſcrves 


what profit is there, ſaid I, in ſeparating leſs or more time 


ever 
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every day for intimate fellowſhip with death? In all pro- 
bability when grace is given ſo to do, our conflict with 
that mercileſs tyrant is far from being ſo terribly dreadful. 
It is true, 1 profeſs: but a very ſmall acquaintance with 
men and things; yet I cannot but conjecture, that one 
reaſon why this lady and her acquaintance ſo utterly de- 
teſted diſcourſes concerning DEATH, might be becauſe 
ſuch diſcourſes have a natural tendency to ſtrip the fantaſtic 
pleaſures of the fleſh of all their imaginary charms. 
Then ſaid T again, O] bleſſed, diſcriminately bleſſed of 
the Lord are they, whoſe exalted pleaſures can conſiſt 
with the moſt intimate acquaintance and fellowſhip with 
DEATH. Thoſe, and only thoſe are fit to enter the 
lifts with that formidable enemy to nature, who can in 
life maintain a converſe with him without ſpoiling the 
pleaſure of the day. | | PULSED n 
I thought in my dream, that DEATH having finiſhed 
his buſineſs with adam, he transformed himſelt from the 
appearance of a dragon into the likeneſs of a grave and not 
uncomely perſonage, cloathed in a long floating white 
robe, which hid all his native deformities. Thus equipt 
he directed his courſe towards me, which once again put 
me in a panic, leſt I ſhould be the deſtined prey, not- 
_ withſtanding he was not now fo terribly dreadful as before; 
but as the all- directing power ordained it, he paſſed cloſe 
by me, his rout lying now to the right, My attention 
being wholly engroſſed by the atchievements of that ter- 
rible hero, I turned my eye after him, and at no great 
diſtance I beheld a man of a middle age and upright mien, 
to whom he marched with all poſſible ſpeed. No ſooner 
was this good man appriſed of his approach, than with 
a becoming ſerenity of countenance he went forth to meet 
him, and thus addreſt him, Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord, 
for I lorg to be diffolved, that my better part may appear in 
the mare immediate preſence of thy conqueror, to whom [I 
thought DEATH replied, Th 1 one, I have no more 
to do with thee, but to ſigu thy diſimiſſion i rom this flage of action, 
and open thy paſſage to the land of immortal felicity ; he ſaid, 
and inſtantly pierced his heart, with an arrow dipped in 
the blood of Immanuel; and no ſooner did the venerable 
man feel the arrow rankling in his boſom, than in holy 
triumph he'cried out, O DEA There is thy ſting; 
and where thy victory, O defired gave! thanks, eternal 
thanks be aſcribed to God, wha hath given me, even me, 
T LE . worthleſs 
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worthleſs as I am, the victory through my Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Is this DEATH? faid I: DEATH who of late was 
ſo cruel, when he had to deal with a perſon of a different 
turn of mind ; call him no more the monarch of errors J 
Yes, I wil {till give him that name, for it is eſſential to 
his very nature z *. he at any time, to any one, is propi- 
tious aud penile, impute it it not to any compaſfion! in him, 
but to the "blood, the precious, the atoning blood of the 
Redcei cener. that 1 whoſe attractive virtue has drawn 
the poiſon even n from the e king of terrors, malignant to 
all, fave thoſe whoſe hear's and conſciences by the divine 
ſpirit are ſprinkled therewith, 


However I could not help thinking, that there was 
ſomething in the caſe of this good man, as remarkably 
deſireable as that of the lacy was dreaiful ; and I could 
then ſay with Balaam, I truſt from a better ſpirit, Let 


me die the death ot the righteous, and my latter end be 
like bis, 


DEATH having releaſed from the clayey tabernacle _ 


the waiting ſpirit of this ſanctified diſciple, 1 thought, he 


changed himſelf a ſecond time into the appearance of $ 


drogon, whetted his ſting, and inveſted himſelf with all 
his formidable terrors; in which equipment, he bende 


his ſpeedy courſe towards a magnificent palace, which 
ſtood at ſome diſtance on this delightful plain. With 


timorous heart, and careful ſteps, I followed as near as 1 


durſt, and watched with curious eye, to ſce what the next 
execution would be. On this occaſion, there happened 


to be what is commonly called a ball, or dancing aflembly, 


in the palace, from amongſt whom every ſerious thought 


was baniſhed ; but in the midſt of their jollity, inviſible 
DEATH ſtole amongſt, and grinned ghaſtly upon them; 


but heedleſs of their enemy, they perſevered in tneir 


jocularity till the tyrant cruelly pierc:d the heart of two 
of them, where the injected venom raakled, fo as to pre- 


vent their enjoying a future merry meeting. I trembled 
with fear leſt the reſt of the company ſhould be taken, 
but afterwards underſtood that DEATH, rapacious as 


he is, always narrowly. mindeth the contents of his com- 


miſſion, without which he never appears on our mundane 
coaſt, but carries it along with him whereſoever he goes, 
and never ſeizeth any one, but thoſe whoſe names and 


BUT of abode are ſpecified therein ; ſo * be is liable 
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to no miſtake, as he is falfly charged with in the caſe f 


[ the two Ireneus's. 


One thing I thought not a little diverting, concerning 
ſome people whom I heard crying out for DEATH, 
faying, where is propitious DEATH? O that I knew 
where I could find ! but aſſoon as the terrible feeletor 
preſented himſelf, they fled for refuge to the dofor's embrace. 


Others really amazed me, for they hunted through 


the field in a filent purſuit of DEATH, and aſſoon as 
they beheld him, plunged themſelves into the jaws of the 


 devourer. 


Many ſuch inſtances I faw, but muſt at preſent for- 


bear relating of them, leſt the length of my dream ſhould 


give occaſion to people of a cenſorious ſpirit, to charge 
me with over- ſleeping my time: but what I faw filled 
me with uncommon concern for my fellow creatures, 
who are under the arreſt of DEATH before they are 
aware---hurried off from the ſtage of action, before they 
well know themſelves to be mortal. Grieved to ſee the 
thoughtleſs 5 of blinded mortals, and the unre- 
tarded havock made of them by mercileſs DEATH; I 
cried out in bitterneſs of ſou], O that they were wiſe 
and underſtood this] O that they could conffder the 
nature of their latter end.“ e 
As I was thus breathing forth defires after the happi- 
neſs of my contemporaries, a venerable perſonage ap- 


proached and accofted me thus; Young man, I percei ve 


that the viſible diſiruction brought upon mankind, hath filled 


your heart with hon:ft concern; you ſorrow, and I think juſtly, 
toben you conſider DEATH as the genuine offspring of com- 


plicated Sin; you mourn to them, but they will net Lamient ; 
J ped? ; ip e unto them, but they will not dance; rather, for your 


| pains, they will laugh you to ſcorn, and bait you under the ri- 


diculbus name of Fanatic: mankind prone t» ea are pleaſures, 


End enflaved to fleſby laſts will not, cannot bear your ſerious 
admonitions: but if you pleaſe to go along with me, I will fſhew 


Jeu ſomething of the various forms bf death, as it js met with 


I/ faints and finners, which aiſcovery,, 
great advantage to you all the reſidue of | 


7 r cx may be of 


Being naturally of an inquiſitive mind, I readily em- 
braced bs offered favour, gratefully thanked the gentle- 


man, and pleaſed gel with hopes of ſeeing, much of 


the monſter DEATH, with whom I expected, ere long, 


5 in eruel conflict to encounter. But, dear fir, fad 1, 


8 before 
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before we depart from hence, let me beg to be acquainted 
with the ſtory of yonder lady, who was fo rudely ſerved 
by the nereilef tyrant. The lady, ſaid he, after whom 
you enquire, was named Tereſa, the only daughter of a 
wealthy gentleman and lady in the neighbourhood ; ſhe 
was bleſſed with a perſon peculiarly elegant and pleaſing ; 
her countenance difplayed the moſt agreeable ſoftneſs, 


and her ſnowy ſkin even vied with the feathers of the 


ſwan for whiteneſs ; her ſhape was faultleſs in the eye of 
the moſt diſcerning, every part being finiſhed with the 
moſt perfect ſymmetry. _ e 
Thus accomplifhed, ſhe was taught from her cradle to 
value her beauty and gentility, and her fond and fooliſh 
parents ſoothed her vanity by all that their dotage could 
contrive; no care nor expence was thought too much 
to render her education perfectly polite, and to ſet off 
the graces of her frame to the beſt advantage; but little 
or no care was taken to improve the inne more 
valuable ſoul, 8 1 5 
| Her taſte for dreſs was ſo remarkably elegant, het 
manner of dancing fo particularly genteel ; ſuch was her 
great excellency at cards, and fo ſingularly happy was 
ſhe in deviſing ſchemes and forming parties of pleaſure, 
that ſhe became the moſt celebrated toaſt of the day. 
Thus ſhe lived, raviſhed with falſe pleaſures, and 
dead to every ſerious and divine principle, till DEATH 
ſeized her unawares, and hurried her off from all her 
delights into a dreadful and unthought-of eternit 
where we leave her in a ſtate for ever unalterable, and 
go over to yonder building, to ſee what may be learned 
there. SE gs SE * 
This ſaid, he conducted me through the ſpacious 
meadow, towards a magnificent building of the moſt 
curious architecture, which was erected on four rows of 
columns, partly of the Corinthian and partly of the 
Tonian order, in one corner of the enamelled plain; and 
here, without any formality, we entered, my guide 
leading the way. It was now he was pleaſed to take me 
by the hand and lead me into a chamber where were 
ſeveral people of both ſexes attending a ſick man, who lay 
in dreadful diſtreſs on a bed of forrow ; he was low, 
and, to all appearance, very near the expiring Omer 
every one waited for the laſt convulſive throw. M 
guide having, by ſome wiſdom peculiar to himſelf, ren- 
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dered us both inviſible, unperceived either by him or his 
attendants, we went up cloſe to his bed-fide : he ſtarted--- 
he ſtared---and his eyes rolled moſt frightfuily in his 
head, as if they had followed ſome terrible apparition, 
which fuddenly traverfed the room; then he was feized 
with convulſive agonies which diſtorted every one of his 
feeble organs. In this ſtrange confuſion of mind and aw- 


ful diſtreſs of body, he vehemently ſtruck with both 


hands and feet, as if environed with deathly enemies, 
from whom he deſired an aſylum of ſafety, and with an 


eye wiſhful beyond imagination, he looked on thoſe who | 


attended at his. bed-ſide, as if he would have faid, O. J 


that you could help me now in my laſt difficulties. 


I' thought in my dream, that a neighbouring winiſter 
came in, "with a deſign to aſſiſt the dying man in his laſt 


extremity ; he prayed for, and, would have converſed 


with him, but all to no purpoſe, for the diſtreſſed delin- 


quent continued in growing anguiſh, and could hardly 
_ endure either his prayers or converſation ; the mourning 
relations 2 all the aſſiſtance which could be had 


from the faculty, by all poſſible means to prevent the 
ſucceſs of the bah, ee : but, alas ! his diſeaſe 
was beyond the power of phylic to ſuppreſs, for his trem- 
bling heart was envenomed by death: ſtill tudious to con- 
tribute to his relief, they poured the tormenting pbyſic 


into his waſted body; but, ah] how fceble are all our 
friendly efforts, when our unhappy acquaintance have to 


deal with DEATH? ſeeing the rage of the ravager is 
not to be repelled. I was deeply affected with this me- 


Jancholy ſpectacle; his tender wife, and other dear rela- 
tives, ſtood round his bed, bedewing it with floods of 


tears; and his little children crying and ſighing to each 


other, at intervals, in an adjacent room; I could not 


ſtand the mournful ſight, without mingling my tears 


with theirs. My guide perceiving the impreſſion which 
the affecting ſcene. had made upon me, rebuked my want 


of reſolution, being ſo much depreſſed before the one half 


of the ſcene was unfolded ; and I, ſenſible of my defect, 


ſubmiſſively yiclged to the calm reproof of my wiſe ſupe- 
rior, I thought that, pleaſed with my ſubmiſſion, he 


opened a box of invaluable gintment, and therewith 


anointed mine eyes, whereby they were ſo much 
ſtrengthened, that I could then readily ſee things, which 


in themſelves are + alogrther inviſible to the unaſſiſted 
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natural eye. Then it was that T ſoon perceived that 
thoſe convulſive pangs, diſtorted features, rolling eyes, 
wild and diſtracted looks, &c. were not merely "the ef- 


fects of nature ſtruggling with the growing diſeaſe, but 
proceeded moſtly from a mental cauſe, A fearful] avenue 


was opened before him, leading into a dreaded eternity, 


at the not far diſtant end of which avenue he beheld ihe | 
tremendous reward of all his ungodlineſs: this, this it 
was which cauſed ſuch perturbation in his diſtracted 
mind; this it was which made death ſo terribly dreadful 


to him; and this it is which aftecteth my: mind now, 


when I relate the ſtory. 
Nature, utterly reluctant to be diſſolved, exerted her 


ſtrongeſt powers, and made her utmoſt efforts to preſerve 
the union betwixt ſoul and body inviolate. The alarmed 
foul having ſuchan undeſirable proſpect before her, ſhrunk 


down 1 into the loweſt caverns of the heart, as it were to 
hide herſelf from the reſearches of DEATH, which ſhe 
apprehended approached to diſlodge her, and joined iſſue 
with ſhocked nature, to repel the power of the fierce 
deſtroyer. But ſoon, very ſoon, enfeebled nature, having 
exhauſted her ſtrength, ſwooned into helpleſs inactivity; 


then. the frightened ſoul, finding herſelf deſerted by her 
weak ally, ſeemed half perſuaded to yield the debate; 


then ſhe quitted her interior - lurking places, and, 
quaking as the paſſed through the lanes of life, aſcended 
to the pale quivering lips, where ſhe ſat aſtoniſhed at 
the dire event. I thought then of the propriety of the 
ſentiments expreſſed by the celebrated Dr. Watts: 
« Death | 'tis a melancholy day 
“ To thoſe that have no God, 
« When the poor ſoul is forc'd away, 
L To ſeek her laſt abode ; 
&« In vain to heav'n ſhe lifts her eyes, 
hut guilt, a heavy chain, 
“Still drags her downward from the ſkies, 
«« To darkneſs, fire, and pain.“ | 


Dread amazement ſeized her, whe ſhe beheld lurking . 
in the chamber a train of ghaſtly furies waiting to carry 
her away; precipitately back ſhe fled, reſumed hcr poſ- 
ſeſſion of the interior regions, rouſed up the reſidue of I 
nature, fled to every avenue, and wildly ſhrieked for help; 
but all in vain, her unequal reſiſtance : for DEATH, _ 


like a ſtanch murderer, ſtood firm to his perpong 
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cloſely purſued her through all the lanes of life; at laſt 
the fatal moment comes, vanquiſhed nature lays down 


her arms, the weary heart jorbears to throb, and 
DEATH diſplays the trophies of victory all around. 
DEATH having broke through all the redoubts of 
deſolated nature, the diſmayed ghoſt, now forced forth 
from her wonted dwelling, remained in a defenceleſs 
condition, expoſed to the inſults of mercileſs fiends, 
deſtitute of an aſylum. Unhappy ſpectre! as ſoon as 
ſhe arrived at the pale portal of the lifeleſs lips, ſhe be- 
gan to ſeek for a place of refuge; ſhe looked up toward 
heaven, but dreadful was the proſpect, for ſhe beheld an 


incenſed God looſing his engines, and beginning to play 


his flaming indignation upon her; to ſhun this inevita- 
ble evil, ſhe looked downward, but equally terrible was 
her proſpect there ; ſhe beheld, with conſummate horror 
ſhe beheld the yawning jaws of intolerable hell extended 


wide to receive her. There being now ng flying from 


the environing evils, the ſwift meſſengers of deſtruction 
ſeized, ſhouldered and bore away, to appear before the 
judgment: ſeat of injured and incenſed juſtice, where ſhe 


received the fearful, the irrevocable ſentence, ** Depart 
from me thou curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for 


the deyil and his angels.” But, oh ! no tongue can 
_ expreſs, no heart can conceive, her ſtruggles and ſhriek- 


ings, when ſhe firſt ſelt the tormenting touch of the into- 


lerable talons of hell! her lamentations aſcended even to 
the relentleſs throne of God, - _ Eo. 
I thought in my dream, that by this time I was, in my 
__ own apprehenſ1on, almoſt dead with ſurpriſe and fear; 


but my benevolent guide imparted to me a cordial, in 


my eſteem, infinitely more valuable than all the wealth 
of the Indies, by which I was much refreſhed, and after 
ſome time I addrefled him thus: „„ 
O, ſir, what have I heard! what have I ſeen ! 
ſurely this man muſt have been ſome vile, notoriouſly 


wicked, and uncommon ſinner, which makes his latter 


end ſo terribly dreadful, 


To which the venerable gentleman replied; You 


may be aſſured, young man, that the Lord's judgments 

are juſt, and that he condemns only in righteouſneſs, 
and if this man were not a ſinner, his final ſentence had 
not been ſuch as you have heard and ſeen. That he was 


great ſinner is certain, but that he was greater than 
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others I will not affirm, as there is but too much reaſon 


to believe, that there are thouſands in the world as 


wicked as he, who, if boundleſs mercy prevent not, will 
meet with the ſame condemnation with him. 
This man, whoſe fate you ſo much deplore, was 


named Contumacio, a perſon of a perverſe mind, and ever 


addicted to rebellion : when young, he had the advan- 


tage of a religious education, which was no ſmall aggra- 
vation to his future ſins, as moral inſtructions were 


thereby early impreſſed on his mind. From hence he was 
conſtrained, however reluctant, to have ſome ſenſe of 
what is in itſelf either morally good or. morally evil, and 
was often ſubjected to the ſting of an uneaſy conſcience, 
eſpecially after any groſs out-breaking in fin + thoſe 
pangs of mind frequently extorted from him promiſes and 
ſtrong reſolutions of amendment, and many times drove 
him to his knees in the cloſet, as well as to an attendance 

on public worſhip, as he could not always reſiſt the cla- 


mours of his own accuſing heart, which very frequently 
proved an uneaſy neighbour to him. . 


You will not think it ſtrange, I ſuppoſe, if J tell you; 


that by his occaſional attendance on the word preached, 
together with his converſe with religious people, he at- 


tained to a good degree of ſpeculative knowledge both of 


the law and goſpel; this made him look on himſelf ag 
a converted perſon, and ſuch he flattered himſelf he was, 
| notwithſtanding he poſſeſſed not one defire after the 
heart-cleanſing power of the goſpel ; but amidſt all his 


pretenſions to religion, allowed himſelf in ſecret fin, and 
pretty often his {ins were obvious even to beholders. As 
his religion was far from uniform, at ſome ſeaſons neg- 
lecting the word preached, he aſſociated himſelf with 


_ thoſe whom he called good companions, and enjoyed the 
pleaſures which flow from drinking and gaming ; and 
fo long as conſcience was mild, he laughed at the weak- 
neſs and narrow-ſpiritedneſs of thoſe who could not re- 


liſh the pleaſure which he enjoyed in his indulged li- 
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Thus it was with poor Contumacio, for the moſt 


part, when health and proſperity ſtretched their eaſy. 
wings over his dwelling, for he ſeldom dealt in religion, 


except in a caſe of adverſity, which though not often, 
yet he was ſometimes viſited with, as you ſhall hear. 
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It was the Lord's pleaſure to viſit him on a certain 
time with a violent fit of ſickneſs, attended with many 
ſymptoms of imminent danger, inſomuch that he thought 
himſelf on the very brink of eternity; and the dreadful 
apprehenſions of approaching DEATH, impreſſed his 
mind with much forrow for fin, and gave birth to ſome 
hopes, eſpecially with the leſs intelligent of the godly, 
that the work might be real and ſaving, and that his 
affliction might prove a ſanctified means of his conver - 
fion. But, alas! my friend, all their hopes were blaſted 
ere they well began to bloſſom; for as his diſeaſe began 
to abate its violence, his convictions abated proporti- 
onably, till quite recovered from his bodily complaint, 
and then he was likewiſe quite relieved from the fever 
in his conſcience. WD 5 8 
There is an old ſaying, Afflictions never fail to 
make a man either better or worſe,” exactly verified in 
this unhappy perſon, for he increaſed daily in wicked- 
neſs to that degree, that he laughed at every thing ſa- 
cred: but one warning after another being diſregarded, 
it pleaſed the Lord at laſt to leave him, to work iniquity 
with greedineſs. Thus it was that perverſe Contuma- 
cio was hurried forward by his carnal acquaintance from 
one ſin to another, till he hath brought himſelf to what 
you have ſeen, JVC ö 
This awful account of the unhappy Contumacio 
greatly affected me, and as I was deeply muſing on ' 
what J had heard and ſeen, my venerable guide thus ad- 
dreſſed me: Come now let us take a view of the friends of 
the deceaſed, And now my attention was wholly en- 
groſied with what paſſed amongit them, the moſt of 
whom were bathed in tens 
God reſt his foul, ſays one, he was as good a natured 
man as ever lived; ay, that he was, ſays a ſecond, and 
as good a huſband as any in the world, and minded 
that that was good too; though to be ſure, poor man, 
he was not without his failings, but the beſt have their 
failings as well as he. Very true, ſays a third, God 
help us, we are all frail creatures; poor man, it is well for 
him that he has got ſafe out of this troubleſome world; 
it is better for them that are dead than for them that are 
alive ; for him, to be ſure, he is the happieſt of us all. 
Thus they reaſoned, and occaſionally threw in conſul- 
tations in regard to the order of the funeral. 
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I turned to my guide, with amazement on my coun- 
tenance, and ſtared him full in the face, on which he 
 Ropt me ſhort before I had time to ſpeak, and thus it 
was that he addreſſed me, 
. Thele people have no notion at all of ſin being 
puniſhed. after death; but whatever courſe of life a per- 


fon has led whilſt here on earth, they. have not the leaſt 


doubt of his admiſſion into aer when he dies. Hell 
might never have been made as a place of puniſhment. 
for ſin, for any notion which they have of it. If you, 
or any other perſon, were to tell theſe people, that their 
departed friend has already taken up his eternal abode in 
thoſe diſmal, unfathomable depths, where the worm of 
conſcience ceaſeth not to gnaw intolerably, and where 
the fire of unſpeakable torment cannot be quenched ; 
they would look on you as an uncharitable, hard-heart- 
ed wretch, unfit for the company of men in this world. 
And after all you have heard and ſeen, you will no 
doubt think it ſtrange, that the miniſter who thall per- 
form the funeral rites, ſhould commit the body of this 
man under the name and character of brother to the 
duſt, in a ſure and certain hope of a bleſſcd reſur- 
tection with the juſt, notwithſtanding he is for ever ſe- 
parated from them; and yet I. can tell you, that ſuch 
is the parſon's charity, that he is likely enough to bury 
him in this form: to which I replied, dear ſir, 
where. burial ſervices are by-law eſtabliſhed, the in- 
ſtituters having but too much reaſon to believe, that the 
whole nation is not godly in all its members, it might 
be thought not at all rn for ſome proviſion 
to be made for the burial of a fa aner, as well as that 
of faint: oi. 

But, my 8 fad, may it oleaſe you. to 7 | 
forms: me, whether any maſon may be afligned why this 
man, although wicked, ſhould be fo troubled. at his 
death, for I have ſom where read, that the wicked have 
no bands in their, death, and are not troubled as other 
men? To which my guide replied, 5 Yes, young man, 
you have ſo read, if you have read your Bible, for there 
| ? ſtands at large; but you may know, that poor Conti: 
macio was thoroughly awakened to a ſenſe of wrath: on 

account of his ſins, and they appeared to him - worſe 
than ſo many dreary ghoſts, or hideous: ſpectres, which 
made him,” as you ſaw ſo, terribly ane when the 
81 invincible 
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invincible ſeeleton approached, and preſented the point 
of his envenomed ſhaft, A world! ten thouſand 
worlds would he have given, could he for them have 
been told how to evade the fatal thruſt, But the ſtroke 
not to be eyaded, he was obliged however reluctant, to 
ſuſtain ; and this, unhappy man, he did; but oh? may 
you never know ſuch a latter end! 

His great diſorder of mind was partly owing to his 
being poſſeſſed of a larger degree of moral knowledge 


than many others, ſo that very many of his ſins were 


committed againſt the light of his own conſcience, which 


made them the more dreadful unto him; but the chief 


reaſon is, God doth ſometimes alarm the conſcience of 


a departing ſinner, that he may manifeſt his judgment 8 


for the convincing of ſome, and for the leaving of o- 
thers without excuſe; if you pleaſe, I would have you 
_ obſerve yonder woman, who fits penſive at the other 


end of the room; perhaps her converſion 'is one end 


which the Lord propoſed by his judgments manifeſted in 


this unhappy man; and let me tell you, Nowtio, that 


I am of opinion that ſhe will never forget this awful 


providence whilſt ſhe herſelf is continued in being. Be- 


lieve me, Jehovah's 1 ways are in the deep waters, and 
by far more intricate than the paths of the w wind. 
The great, the ſovereign houſholdet,' hath an indiſpu- 


table right, if he ſee meet, to burn his wooden veſſels, 


that with their aſhes he may brighten his veſſels of 


gold and ſilver. Now you have ſeen this man, with his 
end, come along with me, and another ſcene ſhall be 


unfolded to you. 
I thought in my ditam; that, iccording to his direc- 
3 tions, I followed my guide through diverſe turnings, in 


this ſtately manſion,” till we arrived in an apartment, 


where was an old gentleman, laid on a couch, diQating 


to an attorney, who ſat by him, writing his Taft will, 
determinate teſtament. He ſigned, ſealed, and delivered 


the deed, and then with the greateſt vivacity proceeded 
to recite the various virtues of his life, Ne extremely 


pleaſed with the recapitulation; nor were thoſe around : 


him leſs pleaſed than himſelf with the narrative.  * ©: 


He willed his children to follow his example 3 and, 
the better to encourage them to ſuch an imitation,” he 

told them, that it was but a ſmall ſum of money which 5 
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the marriage ſtate; and how, by their diligence and 
frugality, they had ſaved ſo and ſo, mentioning the lega- 
cies which he had bequeathed in his will; adding, that 
if they were diligent and frugal, they might alſo, pro- 
portionably, increaſe that which, he bleſſed God, he had 
procured for them. He added farther; „ My dear 
children, am very ill, and I doubt I cannot recover; the 
doctor gives me bur little hopes; but it is what we muſt. 
all come to, and you are all the witneſſes of my conduct, 
ever ſinoe you were capable of diſcerning betwixt right 
and wrong. I have been juſt in all my dealings; never 
impoſed on any man, and now God help me, I am a 


dying; none that ever I dealt with can ſay to me, 


Thou. didſt me wrong, or thou hat cheated me in this or 
that. This gives me a good deal of ſatisfaction in my 
preſent caſe. I thank: God, I.can now ſay, that I never 
ſwore an oath in my days, but have often been angry 
with that wicked practice in others. I never was drunk, 

but always deteſted that beaſtly and waſteful ſin; nor, as 

I remember, did I ever tell a lie in my days, but have 

always minded my duty to God, attended at church and 
ſacrament duly; and if ever I ſinned at any time, I was 
careful to pray to God for mercy, was ſorry for it, and 
confeſſed to God, who is merciful and will I hope, 
pardon the frailties which we are all ſubject to. If at 

any time I ſinned, it was not with a wicked deſign, for, 

[T thank God, I have always had a. gaod heart, and 

/ meaned well in what Ldid; and it were a great ſin to 

| diſbelieve in the mercy of God; and I hope, when L 

conſider that I have always believed in Chriſt, been dili- 
gent in providing for my family, have carefully huſ- 
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_ _ mindful of my duty to God; I: have little reaſon to fear 
but it will be well with me, as I have, I truſt, made 
my peace with God, and commended my ſoul to him in 
many prayers ; and now, as, in all probability, I can- 


not recover, I have ſettled every thing, 1 hope, to your 


ſatisfaction, as well as my ourn, and can die in peace. 
Thus it was that he inſtructed his children, in his lateſt 
hours, and ſome of them confirmed all that he ſaid, py | 


_ applauding-the truth of every ſentence. However, 1 
thought all along, that I diſcerned a ſecret joy amongſt | 
the young people; notwithſtanding, for decency's ſake, 

they aſſumed ſeveral of the ſymptoms of grief, and was 
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confirmed in my opinion, by 3 the eldeſt fon, 

-when the father ſaid, In all probability I cannot recover, to 
whiſper ſecretly to himſelf, T hope you cannot; and when 
the old man ſaid, he had ſettled every thing to bis chil- 
dren's ſatisfaction, the ſon whiſpered again, Hy, if you 
would make quick work of dying. I then thought how 
fooliſh it is in thoſe parents who, ſnatch at every oppor- 
tunity of amaſſing wealth for their children, ſeging that 
thereby they are ſo far from gaining their love and 
eſteem, that they become impatient for their death, in 
1 to be poſſeſſed of their ſubſtance. 5 

In the mean while the viſitants of the old gentle- 
man comforted him againſt the ſears of death, by put- 
ting him often in mind of his life ſo well ſpent, Which 
will, ſaid they, no doubt, make you a happy man, as 
2 as you are delivered from this afflicted bod. 
Notwithſtanding I Was greatly ſurpriſed at the i ingra- 

Studs young Phylargirus in wiſhing the death of his 
father, I could not help being well pleaſed. with the dii- 
mags of the old gentleman's affairs, and turning to 
1 e atk: nee on an I, 

{ai DA 1995 
| Ab, ſir l. — a 1 is it to 20 1 in. good 
works ! O with what pleaſure may this man die, when 
he looks: back, and takes a view of a-life, ſpent to ſuch _ 
great advantage ah me} how valt is the difference be- 
twixt this and the other man's eſtate ? the one went 
diſtracted to hell, but the other will doubtleſs go Joy ful 
to heaven, the next moment after his diſſolution? 
To which my guide replied, “ 1 ſee, Noviuio, vou 
are too prune to judge according to outward appearance, 
not conſidering that appearance and reality are very often 
two different things; but wait with patience only a lit- 
tle while; and you ſhall ſee an end of Avara, with all his 
| bogey though you:rſo.much admire it. 
Buy this time I thought that the old e . | 

apace, and ever watchfulsDBATH,. who attended on 


Huis bed, impoſed a fatal weight on his labouring/ heart: 


a. dark miſt beclouded his heavy eyes, and a cold der 
reſted clammy on his forehead, ſo that every pulſe was 
: expected to beat a finis; but as there vet remained a few 
ſands in the mortal end of his glaſs, hd recovered a little, 
and, after-ſonze time, he ſaid; I thought to have ſpoken 
no more; but * 7 time to bid you, farewel ;. . 
# i 2 . we 
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well, my dear children; Lmuſt pay this debt to nature, 

but my peace is made with God, and I die comfortable, 
This ſaid, his head declined, his eyes became fixed, and 

all the ſymptoms of immediate death were upon him. 

It Was now. that my venerable guide bid me to mind 

well who were in the chamber with us; on which, lend- 
ing a cloſe attention, I beheld ſeveral ghaſtly furies, in 
all the deformities of reprobation, ſilently lurking around 

the bed of the ſick man; but none of them offered to 
Y come near him to diſturb his peace. The good Veratia, 
my benevolent guide, perceiving that the ,di{covery had 
ſtruck me with horror, willed me not to be afraid, for, 
{aid he, they will all be very quiet till the old man's de- 

|  parture, and even then they will diſcover themſelves to 
none but him. ered Sts ett e 
You will eaſily believe, that I now began to change 
my opinion of Avaro, having ſeen who were his ſilent 
attendants, Ihe moment of ſeparation come, the beguiled 

| ſoul took a kind farewel of the body, and came forth 
from the interior regions, ſmiling with hopes of the di- 
vine reward; and as ſoon as ſhe aſcended to the lifeleſs 
lips, ſhe looked around to eſpy her tutelar angel; but 
_ dreadful was her aſtoniſhment when ſhe perceived that 
there was no guardian there, to bear her hence in ſafety ; _ 

but a train of relentleſs furics waiting to carry her to 
their dark abode. With infinite terror ſhe turned about, 
and ſtrove to regain her former poſſeſſion; but now, alas! 
the gates of mortality were ſhut, and the body refuſed to 
admit its former tenant. The fly ſeducers, as ſo many, 
mercileſs tigers, leaped upon and ſeized her in the midſt 

of her horror and dictraction. But O what heart can 
conceive ! what pen can deſcribe the dreary diſtraction of 

the diſmayed ſpectre, when ſhe found herſelf ſhackled by 
thoſe cruel] tormentors? A faint deſcription thereof 
would make the ſtouteſt heart to tremble, and the rud- 
dieſt countenance to gather blackneſs. The ly ſeducers, 
who attended him incognito during life, remained quiet 
as poſſible till the deceived ghoſt was ſafely diſlodged, 
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and then they aſſumed the devil in all his infernal forms 

| and tyranny ; ſeized, fettered, and bore her away, not- 

| _ withſtanding ſhe reſiſted their fury with inexpreſſible 

ſtruggles. O my ſoul | how dreadful muſt the diſap- 

8 | pointment of that man be at death, Who in his life- time | 

| feeds himfelf upon the tranſient hope of an bypocrite, 

, 6 iN 
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and builds his expectance of future happineſs on a ſandy 
foundation ? Inſtead of being careſſed in the boſom of 
_ dverlaſiiAP love, he is enfolded in the arms of eternal 
deſpair; inſtead of partaking af the ineffable joys of the 
zighteous at death, he is precipitately plunged into the 
gulph of never-ending anguiſn. 


: 


It was now I began to underſtand the meaning of ſuch 
fayings as theſe, © The hope of _ the hypocrite ſhall 
periſh; they look for peace, but behold evil cometh, 


i Aftniſhed at the event, I turned. haſtily to my guide, 
and aſked him how it ſhould come to paſs, that a man 
of fo many good works ſhould at laſt become a prey to 
_ devouring flames. Sir, ſaid I, how is it? Can it poſſibly 
be conſiſtent with the goodneſs and equity of God? Ta 
which the worthy gentleman meekly replied, = 
I tell you, Nauitio, you mult not, from what you 
have ſeen, infer, that the ways of the Lord are unequal, 
and that he diſpoſeth of his creatures unjuſtly, For all 
the good works which 4vars boaſted fo much of, and 
depended upon for his acceptance with God, were good 
only in ſhew; they proceeded not from a principle of 
hving faith within, and you are informed by the word of 
divine truth, that whateyer is not of faith, is ſin: nor 
had the blind Avaro the leaſt regard to the glory of God 
in all or any of them, but they were all performed with 
a view to ſe}fiſh ends; therefore, when they came to be 
viewed. by the eye of impartial juſtice, they were all ac- 
counted as abominable deeds: for no act is acceptable ta 


Ln God, unleſs it ſpring from a living faith in Chriſt, and 


à principle of T6ve to God. He had indeed ſome flight 
_ acquaintance with the external forms of religion, but way 
Wholly a ſtranger to its heart-cleanſing and world-over- 
coming power; but, however clean he had made the 
outſide of the cup and platter, being within full of 
ungodlineſs and error, he was unmeet for, and conſe- 
_quently could not poſſeſs a dwelling in the holy of ho- 
people who eſteem gain to be godlineſs; his whole life was 
ſpent to the 6nd of getting, and, being ſucceſsful therein, 


he valued himſelf far above others, Who were leſs ſuc- 


_ ceſsful, fondly alledging that all his increaſe was owing 
to his own induſtty; and if, at any time, he thought of 
divine proyidenee, he imagined that his worldly: proſe 
[x . "$8 5 perity x 
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perity was an evidence of his enjoying the favour of the 
Almighty, As to his religion, he ſeſdom omitted going 
to church twice on the Lord's day, and, fince he "Wan 
old and upfit for: buſineſs, once almoſt every day, by 
which he thought: he merited greatly” at the ham of 
God; and was the more confirmed in his opinion, inaſ- 
much as ſome of his neighbours did nat attend on public 
—_ once in a month, 
When at any time he gave a ſmall. part of his ſubſtance 
po feed the hungry or clothe the naked, it Was generally 
to wipe away the ſcore of ſin from bis conſcience ; other- 
| wiſe. to prevent his being thought a covetous perſon, ſor 
this was a ſcandal which he could not endure, but looked 
on his caxefulneſs as an excellent virtue. Yea, fo igno- 
rant was he of the requirements ef the pure and ſpirieual 
law of God, that he expected to be rewarded for gather- 
ing together fortunes for his children. Whilſt Avaro 
lived, there was none in the neighbounhogd more ſucceſs- 
ful then he; but however he ſucceeded in his former en- 
terprizes, he is woefully diſappointed in his death, for 
no the die is caſt, his loſs is irtecoverable, and his af- 
flictions are beyond a remedy. Believe, me young man, 


continued /aratio, all difappointments, loſſes, and eroſſes 


which can poſſibly happen in life, are infinitely rather to 
be choſen, than that diſappointment which the ſucceſsful 
n meets with at death. _ 

1 was exceedingly thocked at the fearful deception of 0 
this worldling, rich in life, but poor in death ; and in my 
confuſion of mind I breathed forth ſome pech deſire as 
this, Lord deliver me from the ſubtile, inſinuating love 
of the world, and ſtupid ignorance of thy holy ways! 
My guide interrupting ſaid, a ſuitable prayer, for the love 
of money is the root of all evil, ſpringing from and ever 
attended with ignorance of the holy God; ingenious 
and wiſe was that heart that could ſuggeſt ſuch a prayer, 
as, Lord give me neither_poverty nor ricbes, &c. which of 
your acquaintance, Novitio, ur you, can heartily ex- 
ban ſuch a prayer? 

Auaro being ſtretehed out a lifeleſs cler coarſ:, . 
ratio led me away to a third manſion, in this ſtately fabrie 
where another diſtreſſing ſeene was unfolded, The un- 
happy Securus, a young man of about twenty-one years 
of age was the poſſeſſor here; but his term alas! ap- 
| ok to be near an eau, being almaſt ſpent in a con- 


= ſumption ; 
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ſumption; but unhappy youth, he could not bear to be 
told that be was a dying man. His relations and friends 


did What they could to prevent him having any thoughts 

of DEATH and à future ſtate, by baſely, * Gy 

flattering him with hopes of recovery, goraichilaniticn 

they evidently ſaw that without a WON BY wrought, 

his death was inevitable. Nat 

One told him that ſhe knew a certain perſon who had 
been as bad, if not worſe than Securus was then, but was 
now happily recovered and was as well as ever; another 


adviſed to ſend for Mr. Medicus, a diſtant phyſician, who 


ſhe ſaid had performed wonders in curing conſumptions; 
M third perſuaded him that he looked better than former- 
V and was likely to recover : but'not one of them were 
aichful enough to put him in mind of approaching 


DEATH, and a never ending eternity, which he was 


juſt ready to launch into, leſt . ſhould diſturb the 
rrafquillity of his mind. 


Grieved in ſoul to hear 0 flatter the blinded xeretch 
with hopes of life, even when they faw DEATH attend- 
ing on every breath; I was about to have ſpoken, but 


my guide prevented, by telling me that his friends would 


look on me as bad as a murderer if I ſhould diſturb his 


Conſcience, by aſking him any pertinent queſtions relating 


to a future ſtate, Is this a diſplay of parental affection 


and brotherly friendſhip ? ſaid I, miſerable relations! Un- 


profitable and pernicious friends, whoſe very friendſhip 


1s the moſt barbarous cruelty. Is it not enough that he 
| hath lived a life of unintermitted rebellion againſt God; 
but you muſt ſtudy to get him out of the world inſenſible 
of it. Wretched miniſters of falſe comfort are ye all. 
O my God let me ever be preſerved: from the fatal influ- 
ence of ſuch ſoothing flattery | this ſaid, my guide addreſt 
me in the following manner; This is young Securus, 2 
thoughtleſs youth, accuſtomed to put the evil day a 
from him, minding only the prefent time; for if it bays 
pened, as ſometimes it did, that the thoughts of death 
encroached on his mind, he julled his Conſcience to qui- 
etneſs, by promiſing to repent of his fins, and mend his 


ways hereafter,” when he was old; and had enjoyed the 


pleaſures of life; little thinking that he was to be cut off 


in the very bloom of his youth. Securus was one of 
thoſe who pretend to be zealouſſy affected for the church, 


but never come near its aſemblies; 5 and even now in his 
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lateſt hours, he has not the leaſt [thought of DEATH 


and eternity 3 but is angry with his phyſician, becauſe he 
will preſcribe no more pnyſic for-him:- ſtill he hopes to 


prolong his life, notwithſtanding his lungs are ſo far ſpent 
that he can hardly utter one half of. a contracted ſentence. 


In all appearance the thoughtleſs youth will never think 


of DEATH and judgment, Were and hell, joy and 
pain, till the flaming torments playing around bim rouſe 
his fleeping mul. Then, if not before, he will begin to 


think of tternity; At laſt he will be convinced, that 


the torments of bell are inſupportable, and of never- 


ending duration, though he diſregarded every REASPE 


thereof denounced in the ſacred Oracles. 
Vain Sccurus, whilſt in health and proſperity, laughed 
at the timidity of thoſe who' had any dread. of offending 


a 1 and terrible God; and accounted religion ito br 


nothing elſe but whining hypocriſy; but ere long he 


will feel to his ſorrow that the wrath of a ſin-avenging 
God is indeed ſomething to be afraid of, and that reli- 
gion is ſomething real and not chimerical..: In health 
he accounted the lives of the religious, to be ,madneſs, 


and their latter end without hanour; 1 f. 

So he lived, and now his inſolence in baſely contemn· 
ing the ways and people of the Lord, hath iſſued in that 
ſtupefaction of mind, which ere long will terminate in 
intolerable anguiſh ;. then he will be fully convinced, 
that. his ſuppoſed: fools are the only wiſe! ones on the 


face of the earth, and that their latter end is more ho- 
nourable than that of all men ene, 14 bat 


This awful proof of be ern 6 touched me ſo ſen⸗ 


fibly, that, as I Wonen! uttered ſuz ah a Iamerttation 
as this. 073: fi 


O in] monſinous 8 ce ee Thoy maſt 


abominable of every evil I how haſt bereaved: us of our 
native knowledge poſſeſſed in out exeation ſtate, diffuſed 


darkneſs through the whole underſtanding. Thou haſt 
changed our ancient love into preſent hatred, and alli our 


former holineſs gives place to ſinful inſenſibility. Can a 


man ſtand at the entrance of the grave, and there coheert 


the ſechemes of earthly; pleaſure ? Having his feet on the 
threſhold in the pi. of perdition, can he yet believe 


himſelf in a. land of ſecurity and reſt? Who could ever 


conceive; without .ogular demonſtration, that ſuch blind - 
neſs ſhould: overſpread the mind of a rational being, as 


Ncld. ,_ 3 for 
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tfor him to loo on his body as tenable, even when thi 


the chilling embraces of deſolating DEATH? But to 
it is, through thy prevalency, . moſt loathſome of 
every nature; by chee, deſtruction overwhelms the hu- 
.mati/rice; thou fertile ſource of innumerable evils, Of 
er for ever admire the diſeriminating grace of the 
great Three in One, who by the ſpecial influences of the 
ivine ſpirit, hath. realized ſin to me, in all its hateful 
l and dreadful conſequences.; hath made my 
vnde, ftupified and benumbed Conſcience feel a gentle 
touch of his fatherly anger on account of qin; and haths 
according to his own purpoſe and grace, been pleaſed 
to lead me for pardon and acceptance unto that precious 
:blood, | enriched: with all the fulneſs of indwelling god- 


Head. 0 my ſoul! bleſs thou the Lord for u Henie of 


fn {for 'though-it:is painfyl, - it is alſo ſalutary. Let 


tem not be accounted for thy companions, w who deem 2 


Jenſe: of ſin to be ſuperfluous in religion. 


And! let you and e e er we r — 


At 2K low, that I thought my: guide Meal di. 
terrupted me, juſt aas the ſinchafdenet Secu un departed 
Thistle, 23nd fad; thoughtleſs he Rved, and thou — 
leſs he tes; but now heils thoughtleſs enough. | 
tive me, Nessi, he hath: already chought more of hell, 
ſin; and rebellion, .than' ever he did in all his Hife. Lock 
vou, Nouitis, to yonder- Jake of fire and brimſtone, 
where he is already plunged, undeergoing the. unknown 
tottufes of the ſecend death. And nowehe bath al ne- 
vert ending aternit) before him, to think of what is paſt 


and what is future.” Unhappy is he who is thoughtleſs 
in fe and intheugheful in death, like the wretched S- 
tina tA brilliant fünerallis intdees: doſignedehim; * | 


alas! what pleaſure can lifeleſs clay, or a torment 


dhe; Rake in funeral pomp'? or the ofocodellan tear 
ofothe mereenary mourner. But Jet us deave bis 4 
to endute: that honour deſig ned to be iaoſed upon Teas, - 


publel o malling. 5691914 © 


05 firs fad, Aab ie denial. kene you. unfold 'E * 


this Maralio, the portraiture of unmuſted death? Do a 


my fellow-creatures die thus miſerable ? And is there no 


add to . lor αο] belore oonlolation, datknefs 


mon v7 re te ey death cob foen F 0 ſir, — 3 


„eh ſhudders at theſerawful diſcoveries.” 
guide replied, know, young many that! ſorrow” 9 
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before light, and humility before honour. Shrink not 
back when the cup up of bitterneſs Kiſſeth your lips, ſceing 
it is the preparative to the cup of ſalvation. , But if No- 
vitio trembles to ſee ſuch horrible appearances of 
DEATH, only think what they muſt feel who endure 
it? However, comipaſſionating your timorous diſpoſition, 
I ſhall only ſhzw you one inſtance more of the deathy of 
the ungodliy; after which I ſhall endeavour to recom- 
penſe your pain by more pleaſant diſceveries. I mean, 

I ſhall diſcover unto you ſome of the godly, with their 
latter end. In the mean while, let us attend the diſcon- ; 
ſolate Letitia in her parting agonies. a '} 

This ſaid, he led me away to a magnificent apart- 
ment, decorated with all the productions of art. In this 
apartment, brilliant as it was, we ſaw a lady, whom all 
the riches of, the eaſt could not make happy; ſhe lay 
on a bed of down, furrounded with hangings of crimſun 
damaſk it is true, but found. no more reſt than if ſne 
had lain on cornered flints; ſhe was under the power of 
an inveterate malady, and. had been for ſeyeral years; 
but greatly added thereunto' by murmuring at, and re- 
pining under the afflictive diſpenſation. She ſeemed to 
me to be about thirty-five years of age, and had been 
poſſeſſed of a goodly meaſure of external beauty, before it 
was blaſted by this inveterate evil; fo that, whilſt a 
maiden, ſhe was what we commonly call a zenteel lady:; | 
and whatever qualifications Tere/a. could boaſt of, were 
all to be found in the youthful Letitig. In her aMidtion, 
which was indeed grievous, being a cancer in the breaſt, 
ſhe greatly envied Te happineſs of her viſitors, purely. 
becauſe they enjoyed health, the loſs: of which ſhe incon- 
ſolably lamented; and inſtead. of, receiving the viſits of 
her friends, with that grateful civility which might have 
been expected from a perſon of her rank and education, . , 
reduced to ſuch diſtreſſing cireumſtances, the was uſed 
to give it them in ſome ſuch terms as theſe 
Tis well for you! you can go abroad at your plea- 
ſure, and viſit your friends, and with them partake. of 
the ſweetneſs of life. Vou may make much of it now, 
for you have all the genteel amuſements to yourſelves: 
as for me, I know not what evil I have committec. more 
than others, that I ſhould be impriſoned. in this folitary 
place, to endure ſuch racking pains as I do. Þhear of 
many who. have lived far more liberal than ever I. did, 
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24 {DE A T $147 
who ſtill continue to enjoy all the pleaſures which either 
town or country can afford; but I muſt be here on this 
irkſome bed, and nobody knows when I ſhall be able to 
go abroad, fo much as to take an airing, or to fee one 
friend or another. 1 employ the beft phyſician in- tht 
county; but how it is I know not: he can cure others, 
but all his preſcriptions ſeem to be loſt upon me. It 
was thus ſhe entertained her friends, and thus the'r ren- 
dered herſelf diſagreeable to all that came near her. 
A godly miniſter in the neighbourhood was uſed occa- 
ſionally to vifit her, but his company was never very de- 
ſirable to her; his convesſation being by far too ſerious 
for a lady of her diſpoſition of mind. Her elevated ſta- 
tion, and the known precarioufneſs of her temper, long 
deterred him from dealing ſo faithfully with het as he 
deſired; but at laſt he greatly offended, by telling her, 
that ſhe ought to conſider herſelf as a dying woman, 
hable to give an account of all her actions to a juſt and 
impartial God, whoſe ſentence cannot poſſibly be evaded. 
He ere told her, that ſhe muſt be regenerated by 
the Spirit of God, and ſprinkled with the blood 'of 
Chriſt, before ſhe had any reaſon to expect that her death 
would be comfortable. He told her, that unleſs ſhe was 
found renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, that no regard would 
de paid at the great trivunal to her elevated ſtation in life, 
for only thoſe, in every nation, who fear God and work 
Tighteouſneſs, ſhall be faved ; for the Lord God, faid he, 
is no reſpecter of perſons, 
By this ſeafonable advice, nd fuch einem e 
tion, the good Philanthropos incurred her ladyſhip's diſ- 
| pleaſure ſo far, that ſhe could never after gratefully re- 
. .ceive a viſit from him, but was ys fullen and out of 
| temper in his company, 
The venerable Veratio turned himſelf to me, ad thus 
| the ſaid 5 Letitia was a fine gentlewoman, a deſcendant 
of a right honourable and illuſtrious family, by birth 
intitled to a very conſiderable fortune, and genteelly 
2 in her perſon. Her noble parents, with all 
1 inable tendernefs, indulged her to the laſt degree 
4 "fool her earlieſt days; they never cared to croſs her 
L inclinations, or reſtrain her humour, however extrava- 
ant.; by which means ſhe became imperious and 
© haughty, a perfect humouriſt in her temper. From her 
1 Fan 2 ſhe was inured to all the vanities of the 
G . ET N town; 
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town; the park, the playhouſe, and the opera, were 'as 
familiar to, her as her bed-chamber, and well ſhe knew 

how to act her part in every genteel entertainment. Her 
beauty, rank and fortune, brought a noble earl lawfully 

to her bed, about the age of twenty-one. Being now 
commenced wife, ſhe abated nothing of the pleaſures to 
which ſhe had devoted herſelf, but added very confidera- 

bly thereunto hy receiving and returning many uſcleſs 
and unprofitable viſits, until the unhappy time on which 
ſhe was viſited by this malignant evil, which is indeed 

the forerunner of her death; and then ſhe was out of 

_ temper with every body who came near her. Hufband, 
children, and ſervants, all ſhared in her anger. Letitia's' 

beauty was. eſteemed more than eaſtern pearls, ſhe vainly 
imagined that the diamond loſt its brilliance when her 
eye deigned to glance upon it; and; the damaſk roſe its 
livelineſs, when compared to her more lively cheek ; and 
the coral ſhe ſuppoſed to yield all its perfection, and own 
itfelf outdone when her mellifluous and pleaſant lips were 

unmaſked: but poignant pain, and frequent fickneſs, 
greatly impaired her adored beauty, and ſurpriſingly ad- 

_ ded to her affliction. So long as her ſtrength would ad- 
mit of it, ſhe was wont to try her features in the looking- 
glaſs oftener than once a day; but how the faithful mir- 

ror was charged with falſhood, and bore the weight of 

her indignation, is not worth your while to hear, or 

mine to relate. : e . 

O, ſir! ſaid I, methinks, that on all our losfing-glaſſs: 
this motto, ns N ught to be fixed: 4-4 
beauties, who delight to gaze upon looking-glaſſes, meet 
with no reprieve from DEATH. TE SUE NS 

That fon, of Melpomeue, who ſo judiciouſly hath drawn 
the portraiture of the grave, e beauty as not one 
whit more grateful to the worms than deformity, and as 
certainly their feaſt; If you pleaſe, fir, I ſhall recite the 

paſlage to you. 188 5 4 N | 1 n 
hHBeauty ! thou pretty play- thing! dear deceit! 


| = That ſteals fo ſoftly o'er the ſtripling's heart, 
1 And gives it a new pulſe unknown before! 
5 The grave diſcredits thee: thy charms expung'd; 2 57 
= _ . *© Thy roſes faded, and thy lillies foildz © 0 


What haſt thou more to boaſt of? will thy lovers 
„Flock raund thee now to gaze and do thee homage ? 
Miethinks I ſee thee with thy head low laid; 
| Fs BESS 6 WIR: « Whilſt 


_— e 


$4. Whilſt ſurfeited upon thy damaſk cheek ; 
6 The high - fed worm in lazy volumes roll'd, 
.* Riots unſcar'd., For this was all thy caution ? 
6 For this thy painful labours at the glaſs? ? 
„ Te'improye theſe charms, and keep them in repair, 
„For which the ſpoiler thanks thee not. Foul-feeder! - 
_ «6. Coarſe fare and carrion pleaſe thee full as well, 
And leave as keen a reliſh on the ſenſe,” 
33. 15154 fi O41 22104 WANG 
Ay, ſaid Veratio, Mr. Flair may ſing in that ſtrain a. 
great while before our beauties are likely to mind what 
he fays; for, to this day, it hath been at the peril of 
any ſeryant or attendant whatſoever, to tell Letitia that 
her looks are altered; nor hath her phyſician. and ſur- 
geon ever dared to tell her that her diſeaſe is incurable, 
Pall of pain, indeed, is the unhappy lady, but ſhe lan- 
. guiſheth out her time in murmuring and repining at the. 
{ad diſpenſation, and envying the happineſs of others 
My guide finiſhing here, 7 thought in my dream that 
her phyſician entered the chamber, and, feeling the 
lady's pulſe, ſhe aſked him, if he thought there were no 
hopes of her recovery? The doctor replied, I am 
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afraid, madam, there is not.” Then ſhe fell into a fit | 
of viſible diſcontent, and ſinfully uttered many things ; 
againſt the ways of the Almighty ; and continued, to her |: 
laſt, charging him with inequality. 8 N 


he time of her departure being come, I ſaw terrible 
ſights ; her life being ſpent in gaiety and madneſs, her 
latter end was without honour; for: no ſooner was the 
unhappy ſoul drove forth from the once delicate body, 
now the vanquiſhed prey of relentleſs death, but ſhe was 
ſeized by the cruel meſſengers of deftruftion,, and forcibly 
dragged to appear at the equitable bar of a pride- reſiſting 

God; from whence, as a juſt reward of her unholy life, 

' the was ſent bound hand and foot ta be caſt into utter ; 
darkneſs, where the worm dieth not, and where the fire ; 
is not quenched: there ſhe wept, ſhe wailed, and gnaſhed 
her teeth. There ſhe found many of her former com- 
panions ; but alas | their wonted chearfulneſs and mirth 

was de parted, and horrid deſpair fat louring on every 

countenance; whilſt the convulſive bowels of ever-diſmal 
hell rolled her impetuous billows upon them, and every 
| ſingle ſenſe drank in the unutterable torment. 
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© The miſerable end of Letitia thus ſurveyed, I cried" 
out, O God ! who hath hardened himſelf againſt thee, 
and hath proſpered ? If aſelf-adoring Pharaoh ſay, Who | 
is the Lord that I ſhould obey him?“ Thou haſt a Red 
Sea in which he ſhall be drowned. If an haughty Ne- 
buchadnezzar ſay in his heart, "This is great Babylon 
which J have built for the houſe of my kingdom, and for 
the glory of my majeſty; the heart of a beaſt ſhall be 
ven to him, and he ſhall eat graſs like the oxen in the 
eld; and if a God- forgetting lady ſhall ſpend her life 


2 
4 
* 


4 „ 9 70 
— ˙¹ - 


be Wax 


2 ö 


ſaticfied, if they receive not a great degree of homage 
from their inferiors in life; but, believe me, nothing 1 15. 
more common than for them at death, to Rand trem- 7 
bling under the force of ſelEconviction, before the judg- 
ment-ſeat of the King of Kings, who hath declared him- : 
ſelf to be no reſpecter of perſons. 

Then, ſaid I, woe is me for my fellas: creatures ! 
_ WIE deltruction has how wolves thang! how few, 


i in the purſuit of tranſitory pleaſures, the ſequel ſhall 1 
; prove that the has Wen dead to God whilſt the lived to 1 
ü herſelf. = 
Then turning to my outde; I ſaid, I peseiye; ſir, = . 
: that DEATH is no reſpecter of perſons, knoweth no 1 
: diſtinctions, can neither be bribed nor moved by intreaty, 4 
much leſs can be reſiſted by power. No, no, replied © 
1 Veratio, DEATH cannot be intreated, is an utter enemy = 
1 to mercy, and a perfect ſtranger to diſtinctions; the 13 
i majeſtic prince, and the ruſtic peaſant ; the noble carl, 2 
; and his ſervile groom ; the amiable lady, and the —_ 
x | feorched cook-maid, are equally the ſame to his indiſcri- 1 
: minating ſhaft ; all "diſtin&ions vaniſh in the grave, that — 
: common receptacle of rich and poor, noble and ignoble, = 
: old and young 3 in this reſpect, one end happeneth to. - 
: all men. Theſe people of diſtinction too often appear 4 
x to deſire. no other heaven beſides the vain and fantaſtic = 
| pleaſures of life, little conſidering that ere long they _— 
: muſt bid adieu to ſublunary enjoyments : and the moſt = 
: high God hath fixed it as an invariable maxim, that the bo 5 
4 delire after, muſt precede the enjoyment of heaven. _ 
| Hence, no deſires after the future enjoyment of God be- "1 A 
| ing poſſeſſed in this life, it is not rationally to be expe... 
tea, that they can enter into the celeſtial felcity at thetr — 
: death. $2 1 
p Theſe earthly g gods, chetinued Peratis, are Huck diſ- 1 


— 


q 


ES, alas! 


| baniſhed, for ever baniſhed from the amiable preſence of 
_ God ? Can theſe, Veratio, ever be deemed an am- 
ple compenſation for the loſs of God, in his divine 
excellencies and glorious ſubſiſtences? A lean, an empty 
heaven indeed it muſt be, where this is wanting. O, 
my ſoul, let thy delights for ever be attracted by the 
refined, "the ſublime pleaſures of our holy religion; and 
thou, my heart, look down with na r 
_ thoſe fineries which worldlings ſo much admire. 


| forrqw. What is the meaning of this, ſaid I? this is a 
55 ſtrange kind of ſaying: To 8 he replied, you will 
underſtand this better anon. When we were entered 
within the chamber, I ſaw a grave man of advanced I 
years, who ſeemed to be in great diſtreſs. both of ody 
and mind; and thus he addrefled ſome. of his frie 
attended him: 
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alas |, are they who ew the things which make for 


their eternal peace, before time be for ever hid from 
their eyes? Unhappy, moſt emphatica} 2 unhappy in- 
$ 


deed are they, whoſe - only heaven conſiſts of glittering 
duſt, and whoſe defired bliſs is compoſed of the empty 


| honours and wretched pleaſures of this ſedueing and be- 


witching world. Let honours in the higheſt degree be 
impoſed upon me, and let me enjoy all that men call 
pleaſurable ; what will it profit me if my ſoul muſt be 


erence upon all 


Having thus ſpoke, 1 thought that my guide, the good 
Veratio, ed me from this to another apartment in the 
oppoſite, ſide of this ſtately building; and, as we entered 


the apartment, L heard a perſon, with a mournful tone ; 


of voice, thus expreſs himſelf : let and evil have been the | 
days of the years of my pilgrimage, a" few days and full of 


6 
—— 
7 
. 
* 


ha 


O, my friends, you little hw what a finger Ae 


: been let ſinners of higheſt rank be thought of, and I 


aſſure you I am a greater ſinner than them all; yea, I N 


am the very chief of ſinners, the vileſt and moſt unwor- 
thy creature in the world. O, my friends!] how juſtly 
doth the Lord afflict me now | he leaves me not com- 
 fortleſs in my laſt trials without dreadful provocation: 


ſuch provocations as make my very heart bleed to think of 


them: juſtly, alas! am I left to the ſcourge of an evil 
©. conſcience, and made an inſtance of the terrible diſplea- 
ſure of an offended God. O what innumerable mereies 


have I enjoyed at his hand? but ſuch hath been the ſin- 


; 5 fulneſs of my ways, that I . groſty abuſed them, 
| e 
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trampled them all under my feet; and what can I now 
expect but to be for ever baniſhed from the preſence of 

a bim whoſe goodneſs I have ſo groſly abuſed, and againſt 
1 whom I have moſt ungratefully ſinned. I tremble to 
* think of enduring his diſpleaſure; but, if I muſt endure 
it, I know it is my deſert, and in my condemnation I 
will confeſs; him righteous, for I, only I, have deſtroyed 


'F _ myfelf7 44774 n eee, N 
Here he was ſtopped by exceſs of grief, which vented 


itſelf in a flood of tears, and one of his friends who fat 
by him thus replied : My dear friend, I am exceedingly 
ſurpriſed to hear you lay ſuch heavy accuſations” againſt 
yourielf ; you charge yourſelf with the worſt and baſeſt 
of crimes; whereas all we your friends and acquaintance 
are fully convinced, that ever ſince you made a profeſ- 
ſion of religion, your moral conduct hath been unblame- 
able; yea, that the whole of your converſation hath been 
To which the ſick man replied : O, my friend! it is 
that; it is that that grieves me now! O how it pains 
-me to think that people, who could only fee my outhde 
appearance, took me to be ſomewhat; when, alas] my 
own heart all along told me, that I was nothing; and, 
even now, the diſcovery of the pride and hypocrify of my 
heart is a burden intolerable to me: I would fain have 
been ſincere, it is true, and I often thought that T ſtrove 
for it; but, O wretched and miſerable creature that L 
am I never could attain to it. Sometimes, formerly, 
Iaflattered myſelf that I was one of the Lord's people; 
du now the diſguiſe is taken off, and I am convinced 
that I have been, and till am an enemy to all real righ- 
teouſneſs, and an utter ſtranger to the heart-purifying 
religion of the holy Jeſus. © pr Ad 


4 5 how it grieves me, my friends, to think how I have 


impoſed upon the church ef Chriſt, where T have only 
been an intruder, a filthy goat amongſt the innocent 
ſheep of the Redeemer; but now it is my greateſt fear, 
that I ſhall be for ever ſeparated from both him and 
Here he was again ſtopped by the anguiſh of his ſpirit, 
and after a few minutes, another friend of his, in a 
ſpirited manner replied: My dear brother, this is only a 
ſtemptation of the enemy; and ſuch, 1 truſt, ere long | 
Fou will find it to be. It hath pleaſed the Lord tg 
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withdraw fn: you for a moment, and, for holy ends; 
to leave you to the buffetings of Sean; : but, believe 


me; believe God himſelf; he will return with mercy 
and ſalvation, and with everlaſting loving-kindneſs he 
will gather,you. What though your fins are great, the 
merit of the Redecmer's ſacrifice, is infinitely greater! 


what though the cry of them reach even to the heavens, 
his precious atonement ſurmounts them all; yea, what 


although a are of a ſcarlet or crimſon doing the blood 
of Jeſus ſhall waſh you and make you white as wool, or 


the whiter ſnow, Satan is indeed permitted as the accu- 


ſer of the brethren, to load your conſcience with heavy 


accuſations; but yet a very little while, and the baſe 
accuſer ſhall te caſt down; Satan ſhall be: e for 
ever under your feet. 
Let my ſriend conſider the many great and precious 
promiſes which are made to the poor in ſpirit, the weary. 


and heavy laden, the captive, the broken-hearted ſinner, 


the hungering and thirſting ſoul, the mourner for fin, &c. 
theſe are the names and characters of the Redeemer's 
ſheep, and all theſe meet together in my brother; which 
is to us, if not to yourlelf, vident token of your 
adoption by grace into th . 

loved vou, he would never have put his own mark upon 
you; had he not choſen you to ſalvation, through ſanc- 
tification of the ſpirit, you could never thus have groaned 
under the depravity of your nature; and having loved 
you, it is with an eyerlaſting love, a love which never 
can alter, but is ſure to endure to the end. How can 
my brother fink whilſt the arm of everlaſting love is un- 

. derneath him? O, my friend! think of the above cha- 


racters of the redeemed, and try if von find nod ſome of | 
thein belonging to yourſelf. 2155 


He ceaſed here, and the ſick. man with ph tremblin 


voice, replied: I thank you, my dear fir, in the m 

grateful manner, for your tender care for my welfare; 
but, alas, I can ſee nothing in me that looks in the 
leaſt like to the mark of the Redecmer' sheep: I ſee no 


promiſe in the Bible that belongs to me, or a word of 
promiſe would be a comforting. ſtay to my ſinful ſoul, 


new in my laſt diſtreſs. It is true that, many times in 
my life, the trouble of my mind hath been alleviated by 
ſuch conſiderations as you propoſe; but now I am a dy- 
enn, ee to launch t. to a dark eternity, and 
WEIDGS 8 | cannot 1 


family. Had he not 
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cannot draw rational concluſions from ſuch conſiderations. 
O eternity! eternity] nothing can make me look into 


eternity with pleaſure, or render DEATH in any wiſe 
comfortable to me; but a ſenſible manifeſtation of my 


intereſt in the death and reſurtection of Chriſt, the Spirit 
| him(elf bearing witneſs with my own ſpirit that I belong 
to God, and am born of him. The pain of dying is 
nothing comparable to the pangs of ſoul that I feel in 


looking forward: to a dreadful futurity; I may now ſay 


in the language of the plalmiſt, << Deep calleth unto 
deep, at the noiſe of his water ſpouts, all his waves and 
his billows are gone over me. 'I- fink in deep waters, 

wherein there is no ſtanding.” I know, my friends, ygu 
would have me to truſt in God and apply the promiſes to 
| myſelf; and gladly:E-would, but I find that I can as ſoon 
remove mountains, and caſt them into the ſea, as to truſt 
and believe in God with an appropriating faith, He 
hideth himſelf from me, and how ſhall I diſcern him ? O 
that I knew where I might find him] Iwould come with 


Job even to his ſeat, and ſpread my complaint before him; 


but alas! he covereth himſelf with darkneſs, and will not 
admit of my approaches to him; I preſs. forward; but 
cannot find him; I look backward; to paſt experience, 
but can ſee no tract of his Spirit's work; I.turn meas it 


were to the right hand and left, but can perceive nothing 


at all of him. On the contrary. I am environed with 
devils, and my own ſins, which are more frightful to me 


than all che infernal tribes: : nee betwixt God 


io 3.3 ett . 2 3. » 4 5. 7 B75 


1 1 that here dhe poor wan 8 als 1 were a 4 third 


time interrupted, with the agitation of his grief, and he 
ſhed abundance of tears: his friends prayed with and for 
him, fervent and much diſtreſſed they ſeemed to be in 
prayer; every one imitating the conduct of the wreſtling 
patriarch, whenoatPeniel ;) they likewiſe reaſoned; with | 
him concerning the immutabilit 
infinite value of the blood of Chril 
4 komiſes. of the ggyvena t, otha — 1 ends which God 
might have in withdrawing. from him ia his calamity, the 
a which the ſcriptures. give us of the Holy Spirit 
finiſhing his Work in the ſouls of his people, . the 
confirmed malice of the implacable tempter; witkal ex+ 
preſſing their hope that the Lord would yet appear for 
| A in a way of . before he 5 take him 


3 down 


of divi 


love, the 
„the certainty of the 
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told you before, Novitio, that you muſt not always judge 


| 
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down into the dark valley of the ſhadow of death; but, 


if it ſhould be otherwiſe, they expreſſed their aſſurance 
of his landing ſafe on the ſhore of felicity; but all their 


endeavours ſeemed to be fruitleſs; for he (till perſiſted in 
his belief that the righteous God had, in ſtrict juſtice, 


caſt him off, as unworthy of a place among his choſen 
Ones. TY. | hy | 1 EIA FTI i * 4 
I now turned to my guide with a kind of diſdain on 


9 21 


my countenance, and thus addreſſed him: Ah, fir, 
what a wretched deceiver this man muſt have been, in 


his life-time, that he is thus given up to the ſcourge of 


an evil conſcience at his death. O! it is a fearful thing 


thus to play the hypocrite with Ge. 
To which my guide, with ſome warmth, replied: 1 


of a man's eſtate according to the outward appearance of 
things. This man, whom you fo raſhly cenſure as a 
deceitful hypocrite, is the good Humilius; ſo far from 
being what you-apprehend, that he is one of the precious 
ſons of Zion, a faithful diſciple of the Redcemer,: and a 
ſpecial favourite of Jehovah, *whoſe ways are in the deep 
waters, and whoſe judgments are unſearchable. Whilſt | 


health and vigour attended Humilins, he was bleſſed with 
2 greater than ordinary diſcovery of his on ſinfulneſs, 

both in the root and in the fruit; and he was one of the 
very few who grieved wor under a ſenſe of the pollutions 


of his depraved heart, and conſequently under a ſenſe of 
the defilement and imperfections of his very beſt ſervices. 


This diſcovery greatly tended to leſſen his comfort and 


joy, bur at the ſame time it had an happy tendency to 


make him extremely careful of all his proceedings. His 


conſcience was affected with of the ſlighteſt touch of fin, 


and ſmote him even for an unſanctified thought; and he 
retained ſuch a ſenſe of fin, that he was ahways loπand 
mean in his own eſteem. Contrary to the practice of 


many profeſſors, he accounted himfelf the unworthieſt of 


all, utterly unworthy of a place in the church of Chriſt. 


On the other hand, his fellow Chriſtians looked on bim 
as a man of exemplary piety, holy and unrebukable in 
his converſation, in the church, and in the world; pa- 


tient in tribulation, fervent and inſtant in prayer, deſiring 


not his on, but the glory of God; not his ownigdo 


much as the good of the church of Chriſ t:: 
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This unexpected account of Humilius greatly amazed 
me, and made me more ſolicitous to know what the 
event might bee. 

Therefore I addreſſed my guide in the following man- 
ner: Venerable ſir, I readily acknowledge my error, 
and humbly beg your pardon for my fooliſh cenſure; 
and I beg you would ſignify your STI by informt- 
ing me, whether it is poſſible for ſuch, as you have de- 
ſcribed Humilius to be, to be caſt off by the Almighty, 
and periſh at laſt. To which I thought Veratis replied : 

No, Nevitio, it cannot poſſibly be that ſuch a one can 
periſh, for there are none but the regenerated who can 
anſwer the deſcription which I have given of the good 
Humilius; and any one may know, that none are rege- 

nerated but thoſe who are the objects of God's ſpecial 
love ; and all thoſe he loves with an everlaſting love, he 
loves them to the end; therefore, however dark he may 
be with regard to union with, and intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and through him in the love of God, it is 

not poſſible that be: can be loſt; Theſe are dark paths, 

Novitio, through which Humilius is led; nevertheleſs they | 
are ſure paths, and lead directly to the kingdom of light : 

and, let me tell you, he is led even now by the fountain 
of light himſelf,” notwithſtanding he ſeems to be blind to 
any ſenſe of his leader's preſence. His patience under 
his affliction, his reſignation to the divine will, with re⸗ 

| ſpe to bodily pain; and his juſtifying the ways of God, 

together with his earneſt deſire after forgiveneſs and ac- 

ceptance, are ſo many evidences of his intereſt in the i 

love of God, r at keene he can ſee none of 
them. 

Fir, ſaid I, permit me to aſk you e 88 

| * I am born to be troubleſome. Can there be any 

IS reaſons affigned, why the Lord ſhould ſuffer ſome of his 

3 deareſt faints to fall into ſuch deſertion and ere in 
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their lateſt hours? © 

Ves, Wovitio, ſaid he, hab reaſons may be affigned ; 
1 why it ſhould ſometimes be ſo; but want of love in God 
do their perſons, want of tenderneſs in the Redeemer, can 
never be juſtly thought to be the reaſon for it: but God 
hath holy ends to anfwer by every part of his procedure, 
and no doubt in this diſpenſation alſo. And I ſuppoſe 
that one end, which he may propoſe by the troubles of 
_u Humilit, may be, 9 up bis proſeſing people 
44210 | 2 to 
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to double their r lied in the uſe of all want ups 
thereby to make their calling and election ſure to them- 


ſelves ; that when they arrive at their lateſt hours, they 


may be exempted from thoſe ſpiritual conflicts which 


they ſee others exerciſed with, Ah, but ſir, ſaid I, how 


is it that the Lord maketh choice of thoſe who are moſt. 
eminent in holineſs, to endure: thoſe afflictions which are 
deſigned for the edification mw — of their ſur- 


| viving bfethren? te N 


Veratio replied, There is no 5 ne ty that I know? of, 


Novitid:: for you to aſk a reaſon for the proceedings of 


the Almighty ;- nevertheleſs the difficulty here doth va- 
niſh, when je is conſidered, that for the moſt High 
to chooſe, for ſuch purpoſes, perſons whoſe» conduct 

hath been leſs guarded, would not anſwer the ſame end; 


for people naturally expect that profeſſors, who are un- 


guarded in their conduct, and remiſs in the known: duties 


of religion, will find hard work of it on a death-bed, 


which will be no leſs troubleſome to them than if they 


/ 


lay upon pointed flints ; fo that, although the party 


himſeif may at laſt be ſaved, it is through fiery tempta- 


tions and grievous afflictions. But when Chriſtian peo- 


ple behold a perſon of the moſt circumſpect and con- 


moſt eminent piety, mourning after an abſent God, and Þ 


ſcientious converſation, ſpringing from principles of the 


lamenting his fins, which all the world beſides himſelf 
are ſtrangers to; it naturally tendeth to ſtir up each to 


had been, in diverſe cafes, favoured with an extraordi- 
nary diſcovery of the mind and wili of God, who, when 
he came to a dcath-bed,' called his friends to him, and | 
thus addreſſed them: 0, my friends ] I find it a great 
matter to be a 1 cal Chriſtian, aud unrebukable before God, I 


ſelf- examination, and to conſider his own ways, The 
learned Fleming relates a ſtory of a northern worthy who 


declare to you, that ſuch hath been my ſupport far the ſpace of 


ten years by-paſt, that God hath not been gut ef. my thoughts 


4 long at once, as one might go to the croſs and come again, 


or about buſineſs, and after ail, I aſſure yrs i 1 am even 


{which might be done in ten minutes) unleſs I hate been aſlerp 


now at the very brink -of Ser, oe 
Another end which God may bave in view, perhaps 


N may be, to remove the carnal confidence which his own 
people are too prone to have, in the grace which they 
| have ae received; _— imagining that they can 


over come 


WA 


„„ e e 


| 


A,; . I 
overcome the ſevereſt trial in the ſtrength" thereof, and 
with an ancient profeſſor, when he ſtood on a place flip- 

pery enough, ready to ſay, fy mountain ftands Prob, 7 | 
ſhall never be moved © not conſidering that the Chriſtian's 
conqueſt dependeth not on the grace which he hath al- 
ready- received, but on the freſh: ſupplies. communicated | 


in the time of need; from him in whom it hath. pleaſed 


the Father that all t tulneſs ſhoyld due]... But the ſublime 
exerciſe of Chriſtian faith Sniſts in a conſtant reliance 


upon Ged in CH, for mercy to pardon every. ſin, and 


for grace to help in every time of need. 


Now when Chriſtian people be hold the greateſt of 


_ ſaints labouring in che dark, under the ſevereſt conflicts 


of ſoul, it naturally tendeth to make them ſuſpect their 
ſuppoſed ſtrength, and to exerciſe themſelves in a habi- 
tual reliance upon God. And, ſeeing their need of freſh 
ſupplies of grace, how naturally are they led by ſuch 

diſpenſations | to the inexhauſtible fountain of all falneſs, 


for ſtrength proportioned to their day of difficulty and 


| 


trial; and eſpecially for large ſupplies in their deatn- bed 
trials, becaule very often e k are found to be the greateſt; 
is pleaſed by any meaus to 


and well it is that the Lor 
teach his people to live upon himſelf. 


But come, Novitio, and J will diſcover to you hs n. 
mediate cauſe of the ſorrow of good Humilius. 3 
This ſaid, the venerable Veratio anointed my eyes 
with his precious eye-ſalve, and in an inſtant I diſcerned: 


a deformed: fiend crouching cloſe by the fide of Humilins, 


and whiſpering him in the.« ear; and, at every ſigh which 
the good man made through the preſſure of his grief, the 
malicious Fury ſmiled a moſt ghaſtly grin. But giving 
a cloſe attention to this evidence-darkener, I perceived a 
chain of adamant around his middle, the end of which: 
was ſecure. in the hand of a majeſtic perſon, Who ſhone 
brighter by far than the ſun in 15 ſtrength; by which I 
fav: that, although it may pleaſe the Almighty ſometimes . 
to permit Satan to diſturb the minds of his dene ones, 


he never permits him to deſtroy them. 


Learn from hence, Novitio, ſaid Veratio to me e, that. 


the ſame, enemy who allures to fin, whilſt in health and. 


_ proſperity, will, if permitted, tempt to deſpair in a ſtate“ 
of ſickneſs and adverlity... And be you, yea let every 
chriſtian be thankful that Satan is ever kept under a ſuitable 
waren by the power of Almighty God; otherwiſe feeble 
ty mortals 


WC. 
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Here my guide ceaſed, and as I thought che goo ood | 


Humilins for the laſt time opened bis mouth and ſaid, 
ever ſince I knew any thing of religion, flying to Chrift 


hath been my laſt reſource; I am now dreadfully oppreſt 


with the weight of my fins, but to whom fhall I fly for 
help, but to the mercy of that God againſt whom I have 


ſinned; there is none in the heavens above, nor upon 


the earth below that can help me but He; as it has been 

: | in my life-time, ſo it is now, this is my laſt reſource ; I 
die if I truſt him not, I can but die if I truſt in him; 
therefore I will proftrate my ſoul at the foot of his throne, 
and there will I ſue for mercy; if I periſh, ]-periſh ! 
2nd if I ſhould as I deſerve be ſpurned from his preſence, 


5 ( Chriſt, for there is ſalvation in none other, 


acquaintance, ſome of whom ſaid, alas! leſt this ſhould 

one thing I beheld pleaſed me mightily, which was this, 
; the moment that good Humilius ceaſed to ſpeak, the ma- 

jeſtic perſon, that I ſpoke of, who ſhone ſo gloriouſly, 
{ twitch, which obliged him to leave the good man to his 


grouled moſt horribly, and in very pain gnawed the 


© 


= In the mean while my benevolent adds; by free ſuper- 
natural means, opened my ears that [ could hear and in 


no ſooner perceived, than with all diligence I attended to 


i what now paſſed with the good Humilius; in whoſe con- 
| cerns I found myſelf by this time deeply intereſted ; and 


| as I liſtened, I heard the Almighty, who but alittle before 


* =. of darkneſs, and horrible tempeſt, now ſpeak from mount 
Zion in a {till ſmall voice, and ſaid to the ſpeechleſs man, 


therefore I have au thee by dark paths to myſelf; yes, Þ 
ie —— cauſed ther ti 0 under thi rod, and have brought thee 


. thou” 


it thall be hanging on the- blood and = cy of 


Having uttered theſe words, with the dying rittle in the 
| throat, his ſpeech failed, to the great grief "of his godly 


be a means of turning the lame out of the way. And 


ave the chain, wherewithal the fury was bound, a ſevere 
reſt; and which ſo enraged the ſqualid infernal, that he 


Ammian Oe then diſappeareds and I faw im no 
ſome. meaſure underſtand the language of ſpirits, which 1 
ſeemed to ſtand upon mount Sinai, ſurrounded with clouds 


- j E win, an everlafling and immutable love, 
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thou knewsſt- not, but I haut made crooked places firaight be- 
fore thee, and rough places ſmaoth : thy warfare: is now ac- 
| compliſhed, and I have bruiſed Satan for ever under thy feet. 
The dying man no ſooner felt the bleſſed effects of the 
well known voice of God, than in an extaſy of joy he 
mentally replied, my Lord, and my God. Now, DEATH, 
do thy worſt; come afſooiras thon wilt, thou awful ſke- 
leton, for now thou art welcome. Now my Lord is re- 
turned with loving-kindneſs, I can with pleaſure enter 
thy cold embrace, and repoſe my. fleſh in thy gloomy 
manſions ; haſten thy pace, thou tardy executioner ; cut 
ſhort thy work, thou friendly enemy. I long to enjoy 
the beatific viſion of him who loved me, and waſhed me 
in As bod. ps NT oro 
I faw in my dream, that the guardian angels deſcended 
from heaven in blazing ſquadrons, to attend the diſmiſſi- 
on of this ſanctified ſoul, and to guard her paſſage to the 
celeſtial world. As the good Humilius ceaſed to breathe, 
the attending angels clapt their wings for joy, that one 
more of the choſen race had paſſed through the glory- birth, 
that one more of the elect charge was gathered ſafely 
home: they ſaluted with holy fervour the glorious ſpirit, 
and bad her welcome into the undiſturbed reſt of their 
ſplendid ſociety. She thankfully received their pure 
careſſes, and inſtantly mixed her melodious voice with 
thoſe warbling choriſters who attended her, and who ſung 
the moſt delightful ſong that ever ear attended to; and 1 
thought L could diſcern the glorious notes of ſweet deli- 
verance from the lips of the newly departed ſoul, in a 
key, more exalted than the reſt. O with what pleaſure 
did J liften to the ſolemn ſong of one who ſo very lately 
was languiſhing in deep diſtreſs. i 
HFlaving ſung the noble anthem, to diſtinguiſhing love 
and unfruſtrable grace, ſhe with all her glorious attendants 
ſtretched their brilliant pinions, and ſwift as thought ſhot 
through the vault of heaven, towards the regions of eternal 
felicity. And aſſoon as they arrived in the empyrean 
plain, I beheld innumerable companies of the celeſtial 
| hoſts in their long; their glorious and refulgent 
garments, with crowns of gold upon their heads, 
and triumphant palms in their hands, come in bright 
proceſſion to the golden gates of the new Jeruſalem, to 
congratulate the ſoul on her ſafe arrival in the ;g/ary-world; 
and in triumph to conduct her up to the throne of God. 
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As they paſſel along through the ſtreets of paradiſe, 
which were all pwed with diamonds and topazes, the 
departed Humilius was often ſaluted by his former compa- 
nions in warfare, who greatly rejoiced that his courſe of 
pilgrimage was finiſhed, and that the time of his corona- 
tion was come; and in their bright proceſſion from the 
golden gates of the holy city up to the jaſper throne, 
| thouts of loud joy and. peals of rapturous triumph burſt 
| from each tongue, and made all. the celeſtial arches ring 
L | In concert with their elevated voices. 
| I thought I ſaw, the bleſſed, the esche Jae 
deſcend from the midſt of the throne, and meeting Hu- 
milius embraced him with tender affection; he alſo called 
upon the excellent Theophilus, under whoſe miniſtry Hu- 
milius, it ſeems had been ſavingly converted, and let him 
1 know that now another. diamond muſt be added to his 
1H crown, as another of the children whom God had given 
n to his faithful miniſtry was happily arrived. Then he 
1 took Humilius by the hand, led him up to the intens 
=. throne, and to him who fat in the moſt majeſtic ſtate 
ttereon, he ſaid, Mot holy Father, behold this darling object of 
bf thy loveand Agi this ſubject of my redemption is ſafely arrived 
n thy more immediate and moſt joyous preſence; being fully pre- | 
= pared: for it by the divine influence of the Holy. Ghoſt. Let 1 
Dim now poſſeſs the manſion, which hath fo long; been prepared (, 44 4 
| for him, and enjoy the reft unto which he was on 
Ihen He who fat on the throne thus beſpoke the ſoul, 
E ome, my beloved one, receive the joys which I have prepared 
for thee, and the glory unto which I appointed thee; for I 
have loved thee with an everlaſting love, and by oy IT care 
of thee I have drawn thee to my glory. 
Then the records of eternity were all laid open adore 
him, who now being bleſt with the beatific viſion, could 
read therein every line which related to his own ſtate, 
either in time or in eternity. And oh!] how great was the 
wonder of the foul? How inflamed was her gratitude; when 
ſhe found every circumſtance attending her pilgrimage be- 
low, was unalterably fixed in the decrees of (God; which are 
_ :fo dark and difficult unto us in the church below With 
holy amazement ſhe beheld, that the whole chain of time 
providence flowed from, and centered in the Jo Jaye of God 
to her in the perſon of Chriſt, -Silent no longer ccuſd 
ſhe fit, but her Wonder broke forth in rapturous fangs of 
. e in concert with all the redeemed: haſts; 
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who now in the fervour of unutterable love, ſtruck the 
golden harp and ſung reſponſive to the trembling wire. 

Having followed Humilius thus far, Veratio ſpoke to 


impreſſions on my mind which I truſt will never be 
_ eraſed; and being at laſt capable of a little reflection, 
after my wonder and aſtoniſhment was abated, I could 
not help thinking of the infinite difference betwixt theſe 
who die in the Lord, and thoſe who die in their ſins; 
the latter being precipitately plunged into the fearful abyſs 
of dark and ever-burning hell, where the worm dieth not; 
| whereas the former are immediately tranſported on angelic ' 
wings, from a land of fin and many ſorrows, into the 
more immediate preſence and ineffable light of the ever- 
bleſſed Three, to partake of all the joys of the undivided 
done, then 1 faid, „ Bleſſed are the dead who die in the 
Lord, for they reſt from their labours, and their works 
follow them 5 1 
As I was ruminating on theſe things, I thought that 
my guide called me away, ſaying, we may yet ſee DEATH 
attended with very different circumſtances ; and although 
I thought myſelf by the Jaſt ſcene fully repaid for all the 
terror | had undergone at the beginning of my acquain- 
tance with Veratio; I found myielf inſpired with the moſt 
eager defire to have farther diſcoveries of ſanctified 
DEATH ; therefore, I followed him with the greateſt 
_ eagerneſs out of this chamber, wherein JI had viewed fuch 
an agreeable ſcene, into another apartment adjacent to it, 
and there he ſhowed me an happy diſciple, who with great 
compoſure of mind was laid on a ſick bed, though under 
the preſſure of heavy affliction; calm and ſerene in the 
midſt of tempeſtuous trouble; in the midſt of trying ſor- 
row his patience ſtood unmoved, even as the ſtately oak 
lifts up its lofty head, deſpiting the weſtern ene ; or 
as the ſtable rock amidſt the furious ſurges, endures their 
wrathful diſcharge without the leaſt emotion. Rent with 
_ racking pain, and oppreſt with deathly ſickneſs, he pati- 
_ ently, though with a trembling voice, ſaid, good is the 
Lord's will concerning me! the cup that my heavenly. 
I father hath mingled for me, ſhall I not patiently drinks 
it! I thought in my dream that he was thus addreſſed by 
one of his friends; fir, I would have you to repoſe your- 
ſelf a little, for your afflictions are very heavy; and not- 
withſtanding your ſpirit, is ſubmiſſive, your fleſh muſt 
i as | needs 


me, and lo! the viſion was withdrawn; but left ſome * 


b 1 F 


: DSN © +7; 
needs be very weak. To which he replied, My af- 
fictions are all known to the Lord, yea it is my God 


Who hath fixed the degree of them; and ſeeing the Al- 
mighty is pleafed to do it, I dare not, I cannot com- 


plain, for I am well aſſured that he can do nothing 
wrong. Were it not right he could not do it, omni po- 
| fent as he is. My afflictions indeed make this clay ta- 
bernacle to totter, but they are lighter than nothing 
when put in the balance with my fins. I well know 


they might be infinitely greater, and yet my God be a 
juſt God. But mercy and tender compaſſion guides the 
hand even when he ſmites, and his bowels yern when 


he mingles a bitter cup for any of us. I am fully per- 
| ſuaded that he will lay no more upon me himſelf, nor 


ſuffer others to lay any more upon me, than he ll ſup- 


port me under; for the Lord is very pitiful and full of 
mercy even to me, though I deſerve nothing at all at 
| his hand but to be left to lie down in ſorrow of heart; 


therefore my mind 1s altogether eaſy about the meaſure | 


of my afflictions. 
It was here he ſtopped, and one of his friends re- 


joined; My dear ſir, how great is the bleſſing to be 
Thus filled with comfort in the midſt of your afflictions? 
To which the ſick man replied : Indeed, my friend, my 


comforts are far from being ſo high as you imagine; on 


the contrary, I aſſure you that ſenſible enjoyment runs 


very low with me at preſent. But this is the ground of 
all my confidence, fefus Chrift is the ſame ye/erday, to- 
day, and for- er; he is the rock of my foul, and how- 
ever my comforts flow, I account them not my Chriſt, 

Since it pleaſed the Lord to viſit me with this affliction, 
Which I think is drawing near to a period, I have had 


many ftruggles with my own unbelicving heart, and 
many conflicts with Satan, in regard to my intereſt n 


the love of God. But glory to the Almighty name, the 
enemy ſeems to be withdrawn; my anchor is within the 


yail, and my hope is fixed in Immanuel, I myſelf am 


a poor helpleſs worm, and my faith is very tattering, 


but the rock of my ſalvation, the object of my faith can 


never be ſhaken ; he remains, and! rejoice in it; he re- 
mains the ſame for ever; with him there is no variable- N 


nels nor t dow of turning. 
After all, continued he, I muſt confeſs that I have 
often been indulged with the ſenſible manifcitations of 
. 2 Livine 
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divine love, when to my ow apprehenſion I ftood leſs 
in need than I do now. But O! let me not attempt to 


correct the proceedings of unerring wiſdom, the Lord's 


Ways are the beſt, and I deſire to ſubmit to them; he 
hath graciouſly promiſed that he will never leave nor 
forſake me, and I account him faithful who hath pro- 
miſed; I bleſs him for his word. This is the hold into 
which I fly for ſhelter in the dark and ftormy day, 1 
would not for all the world be without an intereſt in the 


above precious promiſe, for I live not now by ſenſe, but 


by faith, and this affliction hath found a good deal of 
work for the little faith I have. Believe me, my friends, 


have often been obliged 1 in times of darknefs and diffi- 


culty, to live upon *the external word of grace, and it 
has upon the whole been ſpirit and life to my ſoul. I. 


never knew the promiſe to fail, but the word on which 


he hath cauſed me to hope, hath always been confirmed 
to me. I have ever found the Almighty to be as good. 


as his. word, ever better than my fears ſuggeſted, "and 


infinitely more gracious than my deſerts. 
The ſick man being ſpent with ſo much ſpeaking, I 
thought that he was obliged to ſilence for a {mall ſpace 


to recover himſelf, But Tack: was his zeal for the wel- 
fare of his friends, that as ſoon as po! Able he ſpake to 
them as follows. 


My dear brethren, in all appearance I am now near, 


very near my laſt hour, and | tell you, and beg that 


you will regard it as the words of a dying man, that 


the croſs of Chriſt is of excellent uſe in mortifying us 


to creature objects. Croſs diſpenſations of providence, 5 
bodily afflictions, and the temptations of Satan are ſuch 
excellent corroſives, that by the direction and influence 


of God the ſpirit, they prove the deſtruction of ſin in 


our members. For my own part I declare to you alt 
that I have learned more of God by afflictions, than 
by all the ſermons that I have ever heard preached. 8 


It was now that Veratio whiſpered thus to me, I 


well believe, Novitio, what this good man ſays of his 
afflictions, fo as the fervent fire 1s to the golden ore, 
and water to the ſullied linen, ſo is ſanctified afflictions 


to thoſe who are exerciſed with them. Parricide 1s law- 


ful in no caſe elſe but this; here it is a righteous, thing, 
that afflictions which are the legittmate offspring of ſin, 
ſhould firſt curb the power, and at laſt deſtroy the be 
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ing of their accurſed parent. And for our comfort, let 


us know that afflictions themſelves cannot ſuryive the 
{11 which they inſtrumentally deſtroy. 8 85 
In the mean while the dying man continued and ſaid, 


| My dear friends, deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the Lord; 


reſiſt not affliction with a fooliſh Pagan bravery ; neither 
murmur, repine, nor faint when you are rebuked by 
him; for he chaſtiſeth not in anger, neither does he re- 
busse in hot diſpleaſure, If you are the objects of di- 
vine loye, you mult expect the application of the rod, 
for whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth 


every ſon whom he recciveth. If you are the diſciples 


of the meek and lowly Jeſus, you muſt expect in this 
life to bear the croſs, for it is always antecedent to the 
crown. Be you afiured, my friends, that the way in 


which no croſs is found, muſt needs be the broad and 


downward way ; for the croſs of Chriſt is the right, the 


only path-way to the kingdom; and thoſe who deſpiſe 


and reject te croſs, will find themſelves at death de- 


prived of the crown, Here he ſtopped again, his 


ſtrength being exhauſted, and his filent friends ſtood 


with a mournful pleaſure around his bed, And after 
ſome time, one of them made ſo free as to aſk him, 
whether he would chooſe to live or die, on ſuppoſition 


that the Almighty would grant his defire? To which, 
being a little refreſhed, he replied : Indeed, my friend, 


I cannot tell you; for ſo far as I know my own heart, 
which hath all along been a myſtery to me, I neither 
deſire life nor death; for to me to live is Chriſt, and for 


me to die is eternal gain, I know that the Almighty 
| hath numbered my days, and my months are with him; 


he hath fixcd the bounds of my habitation, and I can- 


not paſs over it; yea, he hath by an immutable decree. 
fixed the very moment and means of my diſſolution. 


Why then ſhould I anxiouſly think or care any thing at 
all Gees it? His purpoſes are for ever the ſame, and the 
thoughts of his heart unto all generations. His coun- 


_ cil ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his pleaſure : if I am 


appointed to death, as I think I am, I truſt he will glo- 


rify himſelf in my death; and if it ſhould be that I am 


appointed to life, he hath wiſdom and power ſufficient 


to glorify himſelf in my life. I yield myſelf wholly ta 
his diſpoſal, for the judge of all the earth can never 
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do wrong; living and dying may God be glorified 


in me, 


Here he ceaſed, and his friend with viſible ſympathy 


rejoined : Happy, my dear brother, it is for you to be 


thus indulged with ſtrength from on high, in this the 
time of your great diſtreſs, But tell me, my friend, if 


your ſtrength will permit, do tell me, if you have no 


defire to live and fee your wife and children comfortably 


provided for? Methinks it is a defirable thing to fee our 

children educated in a religious manner, and ſettled a- 
 greeably in the world. Theſe things often lie with a 
diſtreſſing weight upon my ,mind, and are ties which 


ſtrongly bind me down to earth, and which I ſincerely 


defire to be delivered from. 


The ſick man replied, My dear friend, I muſt confeſs 


to you, that next to the welfare of the Redeemer's 
church, my wife and children are dear to me, and if any 
thing could now prevail with me to defire a longer ſo- 
Journment in this valley of ſorrows, it would be the 


welfare of my dear children, and dearer wife, for the: 
have always been dear to me ever ſince I enjoyed them, 
and conſulting their welfare, hath formerly been attend- 


ed with great anxiety. But now I fee that in my paſt 


overcarefulneſs, I was far from being ſubmiſſive to the 


ſovereign pleaſure of an all diſpoſing God; but as far as 
lay within my power was for wreiting the diſpenſations 
of his providence out of his unerring hand. Had I 
done what I could to promote their weliare, and left the 
iſſue to the Almighty | had done well: but alas! I could. 


not be eaſy, unleſs I evidently ſaw the iſſue anſwer. m. 


deſire. But bleſſed for ever be that God who turneth. 
our hearts as he does the xvers of water, at preſent, all 
anxiety appears to be gone, and my wife and children 
are no burthen at all to my mind; for I know that the 
God whom I ſerve will convert the ſtones of the wall 


into bread, before he will ſuffer the ſeed of the righteous 


$0 an,, . 7 
_ Settling my children in the world appeared a very 
deſireable thing before I came to a death-bed, but now. 
Jam taught, that their ſettling in the world does not in, 
the leaſt depend on my being preſent with them; for. 

the determination of Jehovah hath long ſince divinely, 
gone forth by a firm and unalterable decree, in which 


all their circumſtances, great and minute, are infallibl 
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5 ſettled, by the unerring wiſdom of Rin who worketh 


all things after no other council but that of his 


con will, The life of the ſparrow, and the dinner of 


the raven, are provided for in his grand decree z yea, 
the very hairs on our bodies are numbered, coloured, 

and diſpoſed by unerring wiſdom ; much more are the 
bounds of our habitation, and the extent of our poſſeſ- 
ſions, the reſult of divine appointment. If the Lord is 
pleaſed to make my children poor (as it is his preroga- 
tive to make poor) how ſhall my preſence with them be 
able to make them rich ? or if he, in his ſovereign bounty, 
ſhall be pleaſed to exalt and make them rich, what cir- 


cumſtances ſo pernicious as to be able to prevent the exe- 
cution of his deſign? Holy and reverend is his name, he 


diſpoſeth of all creatures and things as his godly wifdom 
doth direct. By his determination kings reign, and 
princes decree juſtice. Races and dattles are under his 
direction; yea, the very turning up of the lot, is deter- 


mined by Jehovah; much more the ſtation and circum- 


ſtances of his people, and their children, Why then 


ſhould I deſire to interfere in the matter of fling of 
od 


them, to the diſquieting of my own mind; for 

both can and will bring his pur poſes to paſs without my 

inſtrumentality, if he is pleaſed to take me hence 
Their education in religious principles hath been by 


far the moſt tender point with me, well knowing the 


influence which a godly education often hath upon the 
conduct of youth: but this alſo I am enabled to leave 
with the Lord. Not from any indifferency towards 
them, ſo as to be careleſs about their welfare in time or 


eternity; but 1 have ever been ſo ſenſible of my defi- 


ciency, in regard to parental duty, that I have often 
feared that my children were more injured by my 1mper- 
fections than profited by my precepts and inſtructions. 
| Beſides, I am fully perſuaded that God will be at no loſs 
for an inſtrument, when he is about to teach them the 
knowledge of nf, | 

Be aſſured, my friends, that children are not brought 


one hour oder to the knowledge of God, on decount. 
of their parents life being preſerved ; but many have, by 


the means of their parents death, been brought into cir- 
cCumſtances whereby the Lord has been pleaſed to lead 
them into the knowledge of themſelves, and the ſecret 
of his c own immutable love to their perſons. | Therefore 
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I commit my tender offspring to the protection and 
grace of him, who has deigned to become the Father of 


the fatherleſs, and who hath ſaid to men in my condition, 
Leave your fatherleſs children and your widows to me; he is, 


of all other guardians, the moſt diſintereſted. M dear 


Honora, my * deloved ſpouſe, always hath been dear to me, 
ever ſince it pleaſed the Lord, by his holy ordinance, to 
make us one fleſh; but although ſhe is dear to me, fo 


that we ſeemed to poſſeſs but one ſoul, I can with plea- 


ſure leave her a few days behind me in this world, not- 
withſtanding it is, and ſhe finds it to be a world of fin 
and forrow ; well knowing that ſheè is an elect veſſel, a 
daughter of faithful Abraham, and an heircſs according 


to the promiſe ; and as ſuch. ſhe is under divine protec- 
tion, and cannot miſcarry. Fear not, my dear Honora, 


fear not the ſafety of your patlage through life. I know 
that this world is a land of ſnares, and a hell of pain and 
ſorrow, when compared with the land of pure felicity to 


which we are bound. It is, and my dear, you know 


it to be a land inhabited with implacable enemies to the 


O 


heaven-born pilgrims, who are paſſing through it; but 
let not this diſcourage my Honora, for he who ſaved your + 


foul fl rom DEATH, will allo preſerve your feet from fal- 


Jing. . who hath loved you with an everlaſting love, will 


Jer you rip through all difficulties and dangers, and make you 


more than a conqueror over them all. It is your God 


your huſband and friend, who reigns ſupreme over. all 


creation, and who holds the reins of government in his 


own Almighty hand, and thereby curbeth the enemies 


of his people at vleaſure, ſo that the moſt potent of them 


all cannot lift up his heel againſt a child of God, without 
his divine permiſſion ; which he never granteth without 


a proper limitation, Hitherts thou mayeſt come, is the 


permiſſion, but thou ſhalt go n no farther, is the reſtraint : 


even as Satan obtained leave to deſtroy every thing 


which belonged to the pious Job, but was prohibited 
touching his life. Thus it Is, that the feebleſt of the 
Redeemer's flock dwell ſecure from real danger, under 


neath the covert of divine protection. 


My dear Honora, our great Lord is a huſband to the 
widow; he is a wiſe director, a rich provider, and a 


powerful protector; and as ſuch he is yours, yours in 
the ſtrongeſt obligations; 3 yours in time, and to all eter- 
nity. The confidence! I have in theſe things, makes me 


willingly 
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willingly reſign the wiſe of my boſom? aka my tender 
offspring, to The will of that beneficent being, who hath 
a ſovereign right to diſpoſe of me and mine, as he ſhall 
ſee molt for his own glory. ah 
My dear-friends and fellow travellers, beware of * im- 
moderate care, for thereby you may greatly injure, but 
never can you thereby profit your children at all. Think 
not that their ſettlement in the world depends either leſs 
or more upon you; for when you have cared your laſt 
Kee them, the e ruler will diſpoſe of them juſt as 
he ſees meet, without ſo much as once conſulting you 
in the matter. Ah, my brethren, when you lye, as 1 
do now, on a death- bed, you will fee, that all immo- 
| derate carefulneſs ſpringeth immediately from i ignorance 
of, and enmity againſt the ways of a holy God. Alas! 
how many Chriſtian people are woefully perplexed with 
fruitleſs care, all the days of their life, and are thereby 
prevented of that uſefulneſs which they might be off to = 
the church of Chriſt? Believe me, the beſt thing FE 5 : 
can do for your children, is folemnly and ſerioufl | 
_ dedicate them unto God, leaving them and all their con- 
cerns with him. If you do this, in good earneſt, by an 
habitual act, both you and they will reap the advantage 
of itz yours will be the peace, and theirs will be the 
profit. Remember what 3 Samuel got by his early 
_ dedication, ES 2 | 
He ceaſed here, his firength: being exhauſted, and af- 
ys ſome time, one of his friends thus addreſſed him : 
Dear fir, I cannot perſuade my1\.1f but a mind thus ſtayed 
on the Lord, muft be bile with the moſt Joyous tranſ- 5 
ort. 
3 ? To which the 250 man ile My mind is com- 
i 8 poſeqd, and calmly fixed on the unalterable wold 
” an ever-faithful God. My peace is ſettled, though 
y joys are far from being high. It is not on inward 
— n that my hope is ffayed, but on the promiſes. 8 
__ the everlaſting covenant which are in Chrilt, yea and 
us amen to every bejieyer. Inward feelings are indeed ex- 
tremely pleaſant, but I have not dared for many years to 
truſt them, for at beſt I have found them fleeting and 
tranſitory : now enjoyed; dead anon ! now like the ful- 
| blown roſe my comforts have flouriſhed ; immediate} 
ſtripped of all their beauty, like the winter vine. Whilſt 
I lived 2 frames, | 2 was all upon extremes, either 


raviſhed | 
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raviſhed on the mount of enjoyment, or gone down to 


do buſineſs jn the deep waters. One hour 1 faid, My 
mountain flands ſure, I ſhall never be moved : perhaps in 


leſs than another, I ſuppoſed myſelf like Peter, ſinking 
into the boſom of a fatal billow. No ſolidity could I ever 
find in the frames and diſpoſitions of my own heart: but 

J never found the promiſe to fleet, nor the Lord to de- 


trials, his immutable word hath been my ſtay, and on it 
alone will I lean, when I walk through the valley of the 


Word, he will finiſh the ſalvation of my ſoul. 
Indeed, if the Lord ſhould be pleaſed to indulge me 
now with the ſenſible comforts of his felt love, ſhed 
abroad in my heart by his holy Spirit, it would make this 


delightful, and my paſſage through it abundantly leſs 


with-hold from me ſuch a deſirable meaſure of ſenfible 


manifeſtation, I bleſs him for his unalterable word, and 8 


] bleſs him for ſtrength to rely upon it. 


is pleaſed occaſionally to indulge you with. Remember 


Induce him to privilege you with the ſheddings abroad 

of his love in your heart, the ſame tenderneſs of you will 
Induce him to withdraw his comforts from you when 
he ſecs himſelf ſupplanted, and you live upon thoſe 
comforts rather than upon his perſon, grace, and righ- 
teouſneſs. Remember always that ſalvation and the 


. 


of the former being often poſſeſſed, where there is but a 
very ſmall degree of the latter. In my early days of 
race I was generally wont to frame to myſelf notions 

of the love of. God to me, according to the glimmering 


I Found myſelf to be in; | but through rich grace and 

amazing mercy I have been taught rather to elke there- 
of by the written word of God, by which I have been 
piloted through ſeas of difficulty, when darker ſenfations 


will guide me by the ſaid written word, till in his good 


8 2 


part from the word which he hath ſpoken. In all my 


ſhadow of death. And thus, in quietly reſting on his 


loneſome valley, into which I am entering, by far more 


thorny. But if, in his wiſdom, he ſhould ſee meet to 


My dear brethren, beware of making to yourſelves 2 
Chriſt, of the dying comforts which your holy Redeemer 


that if his tender concern for your peace and pleaſure 


comforts thereof, are two very different things; the fulneſs 
þ 

| twilight of m my Oy mind, and the good or evil frame 
| 


| ths loſt fight of ſhore. And I truſt the Holy Ghoſt 


K tne be is pleaſed to land me on che bes Per, and 
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bring me into the more immediate preſence. of the oreat 
Three-in-one. 
- This ſaid, he remained ſilent for a conkiderable time, 
and the venerable Veratio turned himſelf to me, 1 
thus accoſted me. Now, Novitio, you behold an Lira- 
elite indeed, in whom there is no guile. This is the 
good Stabilius, a chriſtian of the right kind, one who 
may well be called a father in Iſrael; he can well diſ- 
tinguiſh between huſk and kernel, ſhadow and ſubſtance, 
th and error, a faithful one in the houſhold of God. 
His holy ſoul can feed upon nothing but what is ſpiri- 
tual 2 divine, ſuch bread, and ſuch only, as defcend- 
eth from God out of beaven is pleaſant to his taſte. In 
his life-time, which hath been an uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſſion of corroding forrows, the good Stabilius could 
live as well, and as ſatisfactorily upon a word of pro- 
miſe, as ſome others could do upon a hundred a year. 
Thus in his life-time he was ſo happy as to live by faith 
In the promiſes, and now he is a dying he is ſtill the 
ſame. The word of the Lord is his, comfort and ſtay, 
But although his unbelief appears to be baniſhed from 
him, I can tell you it was not always ſo ; for the time 
was when under the dark diſpenſations of providence, s 
he complained with Jacob that all thoſe things were 
making againſt him, though now he is better infarmett. 
Tear whatever infidelity we can find in Job, David, and 
Aſaph, one part or other of the life of good Stabilius 
bath furniſhed him with a ſad remembrance of theirs; 
though upon the whole his faith has prevailed glori- 
ouſly, and I imagine that he will never more fea] an 
_ Unpulle from unbelief. Ii. 
Jow, Now, I have a mind to uiifold an amazing : 
fone to you, ſuch a ſcene as you have never before ſur- 
veyed. Then he touched my eyes With an eye-ſalve of 


divine preparation, and inſtantly. I ſaw what was ex- 
tremely amazing; ; I ſaw a numerous troop. of reſtleſs in- 


fernals beleaguering the bed of the ſick man, which was 

4 tel defended by a brilliant miniſter of heaven, divinely | 
ſuperb in his immaterial array; cloathed with impene- 
trable armour, the martial guardian waved a. flaming . 
fword, with which he kept all the furies of the pit at 


à proper diſtance, fo that although the moſt l 


hatred and rage glowed in every breaſt, they were not 
able to come near to diſturb! * mind of, 1 5 
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Sometimes they tipped their tongues with falſhood, and 
accuſed him of the moſt abominable crimes to the 
guardian, who with holy contempt difregarded all their 
/ clamours. Repulſed in this they turn their accuſings 
into the moſt fervent entreaties to the angel, that he 
would ſcabbard his ſword for a ſeaſon, and allow them 
the pleaſure of diſtracting the dying man, But the be- 
nevolent protector, firm as a rock, remained inflexible 
to their intreaties, and dea' to their accuſations,” re- 
ſolving in obedience to the will of his God, to defend 
his charge to the laſt extremity. Being thus repulſed, 
even hell itſelf became hotter within them, and irritated 
with fierce revenge, they ruſh in fearful numbers againſt. 
the heavenly centinel; and thick as atoms in the ſun- 
beam, their hiſſing arrows were ſhot againſt him and his 
beloved charge; ut ſkilled in martial encounters, he 
Teceived their charge, and quenched their fiery darts with 
his ſhield, with which he alſo covered Stabilius; then 
with his brandiſhed faulchion, which emitted Rtreams of 
fire as he waved it, he made the infernal tribe to give 
back ; but filled with indignation, and fired with revenge, 
they inſtantly rallied their broken force, and returned 
reſolvedly to the eharge; and J had the pleaſure of ob- 
ſcrving, that as often as they rallied, the ewe Chief- 
tain put them to the flight. Being indulged with a view 
of this angelic war, I thought of an ancient faying, | 
le angel of the Lord encamps around thoſe that fear 
him;“ and turning to my guide, I ſaid, O, ſir, it wWas 
well ſaid of that Hebrew prince, who ſpent his youthful 
days in rural employments, * Bleſſed is the nation whoſe 
God is the Lord, and the people whom he hath choſen for 
his own inheritance.” Ah fir! they are well kept whom 
| the Lord doth keep, and the man is bleſſed whom he thus 
preſerveth : to which Yeratio replied, Now, Novitio, you 
have had a fight of faithful Abdiel, ſo juſtly celebrated by 
the famous Tilton, for his conſtant and firm adherence 
to Immanuel, even when left zlong in the camp of the 
rebellious feraphim. There it was, © 
That among the faithlefs, faithful only he; 2 
Among innumerable falſe, unmov'd, _ ID 
„ Unſhaken, unſeduc'd, unterrify's = 
« His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ;” 
«© Nor number, nor example with him 1 


Tg ſwe r ve from truth, or change his conſtant mind 
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« Though ſingle. From amidft them forth he paſs'd, 


Long way through hoſtile ſcorn, which he ſuſtain'd 


4% Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought; _ 

« And with retorted (corn, his back he turn'd 
On thoſe proud tow'rs to ſwift deſtruction doom'd.” 
Thus it was, Novitio, that this faithful guardian, no- 


85 bly retreated from the tents of rebellion, but ere long 
returns commiſſioned with the reſt of the celeſtial hoſts 
to fight with the perfidious miſcreants in the quarrel of 
the moſt i:izh; and there he diſcovers at once his zeal 


for his God, and the proweſs of his own martial arm : 


for when, 


õ— — <= Before the cloudy van, 
On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 

% Satan with vaſt and haughty ſtrides advanc'd 
Came towing, arm'd in adamant and gold; 
„ 4bdiel that fight endur'd not, where he ſtood 

*© Among the mightieſt, bent on higheſt deeds. 
Hae == But from his armed peers 
Forth ſtepping oppoſite, half way he met 

His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incens'd, and thus ſecurely him defy'd. 


* 


„The throne of God unguarded, and his de: 
Abandon'd at the terror of thy pow'r | 

n Cw. ores tongue : 

Ko — — but thou ſceſt 
£ All are not of thy train; there be who faith 
„ Prefer, and piety to God, though then 


To thee not viſible, when I alone 


e Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diſſent 


From all; my ſe& thou ſeeſt; now learn too late 


Ho few ſometimes may know, when thouſands err,” 


Thus fervent Aůdiel accoſted the prince of rebels, when 

. they met between the oppoſing fronts of the angelic armies, 
on that awful day on which all the hoſts of heaven and 

hell were drawn forth to battle on the, eil then, unſtained 55 


field of ether. Then it was, 
„ That the grand foe, with ſcornful eye aſkance 


= Thus anſwered the faithful Abdiel. 


I OE ah In for thee, but in wiſh'd hour 


WES - Fre rom flight, leditious angel, to receive 


4 Of. my revenge, firſt ſought, for thou return t 


* 4 * 
* 


ERS... Proud, art thou met? thy hope was to have reac h'd. 
i 6. T8 height of thine aſpiring unoppos'd, 
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<< Thy merited reward, the firſt aſſa 
4 


K 


<< Inſpir'd with contradiction durſt oppoſe 
A third part of the Gods, in ſynod met 
«© Their deities to aſſert. 
d. r N aw But well thou com'f 
g. fore thy fellows, ambitious to win 
«© From me ſome plume, that thy ſucceſs may ſhow 
e Deſtruction to the reſt. 
To whom in brief thus Abdiel ſtern reply'd. 
Apoſtate, ſtill thou err'ſt, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote: 
Unjuſtly thou deprav'ſt it with the name 
Of ſervitude, to ſerve whom God ordains, 
Or nature; God and nature bid the ſame, 
„When he who rules is worthieſt, and excels 
«<< Them whom he governs. 
„Reign thou in hell thy kingdom; let me firvs. 
In heav'n God ever bleſt, and his divine 
<< Beheſts obey, worthieſt to be obey d; | 
Vet chains in hell, not realms expect: mean while 
<< From me return'd, as erit thou ſaidſt, from flight, 
This greeting on thy | impious creſt reccive. 
So ſaying, a noble ſtroke he lifted high, 
„Which hung not, but ſo ſwift with tempeſt fell 
On the proud creſt of Satan, that no ſight, _ 
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Nor motion of ſwift thought, leſs could his ſhield f 


Such ruin intercept: ten paces huge 

„He back recoil'd; the tenth on bended knee 
His maſly ſpear upſtay'd. 

Thus, according to the matchleſs Milton, the faithful 


Abdiel firſt aſſerted the ſovereign right of his God, both 


by word and deed ; and thus he hath continued th in- 


Of this right hand provok'd, ſince firſt that tongue 


vincible hero in the cauſe of his maſter, and a willing 


and faithful. guardian of his militant children, as you have 


juſt now ſeen in the conflict betwixt him and the infernal ; 
brotherhood. _ 


I thought in my dream, that I thus reptied: I thank 


you moſt heartily, my dear, my venerable Veratio, far 


this diſcovery, fo ſtrange and ſurpriſing in itſelf; and I 
thank you moſt gratefully, dear fir, for this opportunity 
ol ſeeing the benign valour of this celebrated anzel But 
worthy Heratio, whoſe delight appears to be to inſtruct 
the ignorant, I pray * ye to inform me, if it is 775 6 
1b 15 


TY IF 


—— 
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fible that ſuch a war may be maintained around a Chriſ- 
tian, and the party himſelf, for whom the ſtrife is, remain 
unacquainted 8 the contention ? To which I thought 
he replied : You may be at no loſs, Noditio, to know 
that the beſt of Chriſtians, even fathers in the Redeemer's 
family, ſee and know only in part, therefore there may 
be many things of this kind tranſacted among the im- 
material inhabitants of the ſpiritual world without their 
knowledge, Every Chriſtian may certainly be informed 
by the volume of revelation in general, that all the an- 
gels of God are mini/tring ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter 
unto thoſe who are appointed heirs of ſalvation ; never- 
theleſs there are many offices of kindneſs performed by 
thoſe benevolent-ſpirits in the behalf of the ſaints, which 
the moſt intelligent Chriſtians remain utterly ignorant of 
whilſt they ſojourn in this land of ſeparation and forrow. 
As we may ſec in the caſe of the good Stabi/ius, he per- 
fectly knows that God is the prime efficient of all bis 
peace and compoſure of mind ; but he doth not know that 
there is a martial ſeraph appointed by the ſovereign of 
heaven as the guardian of his bed, and protector of his 
dying moments; nor is he in the Jeaſt apprehenſive that 
there is ſuch a ſwarm of reprobate ſpirits ſo near, and ſo 
_ earneſtly ſeeking the diſtraction of his mind. 
i If the militant members of the chofen church could 
really ſee their ſhining attendants, and underſtand all the 
ways of the Lord perfectly, they would enjoy the hea- 
venly glories before the appointed time: but the fulneſs 
of joy, and the manifeſt glories of the redeemed are re- 
ſeryed for eternity, therefore not to be expected in time: 
on this ac count many of the Lord's works are done in the 
dark, and his ways are involved in thick clouds; ſo that 
poor purblind mortals cannot diſcern them before they 
enjoy the light of eternity. And you yourſelf, Novitio, 
may know that the conflicts betwixt our benevolent pro- 
tectors the guardian angels, and our enemies of the 


reprobate race, are not to be ſeen with a axes. .but- 4 


With the more refined rays of the mind. Bodily eyes 
may diſcern corporeal objects, but ſpiritual fight alone 
Sr OO EW y ee LT OPOY 
I chought in my dream that, towards the diſſolution 
of Stabilius, I beheld a ſquadron of armed ſeraphs, who 
were diſpatched from the armies in the ſkies to aſſiſt 4b- | 
diel in the protection of this choſen diſciple ; wal a 
; vt L ſcon 
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| foon as arrived, and fraternal falutation paſſed after the 
angelic manner, they told him that Jehovah having, from 
the throne of his holineſs, ſeen that great numbers of 
the enemies had made their aſſaulÞ upon him and his 
charge, had ſent them to his aſſiſtance. And Abdiel - 
thus replied : Welcome, my ſpotleſs brethren ; welcome 
are ye now to me, for | have been vigorouſly aſſaulted, 
and ſtill the daring infernals are reſolute; but, through 
the ſtrength of my "God, I have preſerved my charge in- 
violate. "Come; my brethren, let us prepare for imme- 
diate action, for the enemies, though frequently repulſed, 
being now afreſh recruited from hell, are rallying their 
utmoſt force, and ſaon will return intrepidly to the 
charge. This ſaid, I perceived that thoſe ever-armed 
| ſera hs, each of them drew his flaming ſword, fixed his 
ſhield, and planted themſelves around the bed of the 
8 de Stabilins, every hero putting himſelf in a poſture 
of defence, ſaying with united voice, “ It is the good 
will of our Lord that his choſen ones ſhould be preſerved.” 
Happy man |! faid I, who art thus defended, I thought 
in my dream that, after all this was done, the HAY Ka- 
bilius, as if he ha! received freſh vigour at the arrival of 
his celeſtial viſitants, opened his mouth and moſt fer- 
vently expreſſed himſelf in the following manner: 1 
know that He is God, and that He is my God. He 
hath guided me from my conception to 145 my dying 
day, all his judments toward me have been mingled with 
mercy, and hol) and reverend is his name; all his mer- 
cies have been mixed leſs or more with judgment... 
will therefore, with the royal Hebrey, f 102 of. Wy | 
and of judgment; unto Thee, O Lord, will "L fin 
— Chain of well-concerted and bleſſed providences lad beid bold : 
of me at my conception, and, till now, hath led me in 
ſuch a manner, that all hath been for good; and now, 
my friends, it is with amazement I ſee both the ends of 
the chain unalterably fixed in the eternal throne. It 
cometh from and entereth in the Father's everlaſting 
- Jove to me, in the perſon of. Jeſus, unworthy as I am; 
and O! let God, even God in the perſon of the Re- 
deemer be praiſed, be owned and glorified with my laſt, 
my departing breath. Hear me, my fellow Chriſtians, for 
ſpeak now within the immediate views of eternity, and 
Df ATH even now oppreſſeth my weary lungs. Behold, 
4 I go the way of all Mint our know that my Redeemer 
liveth, 
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liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon the 
_ earth, and although after my ſkin worms deſtroy, as 
they certainly will, this body of mine, yet in the fieſh, 


even in this fleſn, now almoſt conſumed, I ſhall fee God; 


yea, | ſhall ſee him for myſelf, and not for another ; not 


at a diſtance, but near, thoug h my reins be conſumed 
within me. I fhall fee * on that momentous and 
much- deſired day on which I ſhall, in my whole perſon, 
de made like unto him. Theſe words were expreſſed even 
in the arms of DEATH, fo that he was quite ſpent 


with ſpeaking, and lay in a profound filence for a minute 


or two, then in a holy triumph, with a countenance that 
diſplayed a ſenſe of conqueſt, he faid; Lord Feſus, come 
quickly ; into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. "FUheſe were 
his laſt words, and a few minutes after he quietly 22 
up the ghoſt, and flept in Jeſus. 

- Ti the mean while Yeratio addreſſed bimſelf to me as 
follows: This, Novitio, is Chriſtian fortitude, diſtinct 
from the ancient pagan bravery of the Romans. If you 


fee a Brutus or Caſſius, or even a Cato himſelf, out-brave 
the fears of DEATH, it is from a principle of igno- 
rance of the real nature and ſtate of an hereafter : but it 


is the clear knowledge of eternity, and of the perfections 


of God, which fortities the mind of Stabilius againſt every 
painful apprehenſion, now he is making his exit from the 
ſtage of time, and is ſtruggling hand to hand with the 


quencher of the animal flame. ws | 
Mind the tender Honera; mark how he ſtands with T 


mournful pleaſure by the bed of her dying partner, hers 
but a very few moments longer. Two things oppreſs 
her with ſenfible concern, and two things inſpire her la- 
| bouring boſom with holy joy. She is moſt ſenſible of 


the awful diſpenſation which lays her under a multipli- 
city of cares ; and O! her dear, her much eſteemed Sta- 


bilius, the pains which he endures in his departing mo- 
ments become hers by ſympathy. | As ſhe ſupports his 
head, and tenderly wipes the cold ſweat from his 
"brow; every figh of his, every ſymptom of pain cuts its 
way directly through her ſympathetic heart: the dreads 


the parting with him, yet longs for the diffolving mo- 
ment. Souls thus knit by holy matrimony, and thus 
made one by ſympathy,” feel on ſuch caſes ſuch rendii 

and tearinz of the ſenſitive faculties, which neither the 
tongue nor the pen can deferibe- But © in the midſt of 
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her ſorrow two things ſupport che amiable Henora, 


namely, the conſideration that theſe departing agonies 
put a period to every grief, a final period to every ſorrow 
of her der, her much valued huſband, And ſhe hopes, 
upon ſolid and fcriptural grounds ſhe hopes, that in a 
lictle time ſhe herſelf will be in mercy taken to the ce- 


leſtial world, where ſhe ſhall again receive with unſpeak- 


able joy, the pure and ſpiritual careſſes of her glorified” 
huſband, where they ſhall ſpend a vaſt and endleſs eter- 
nity tozether, in the tranſporting pleaſures of paradiſe, 
and mutually join in celebrating the praifes of their 


common God and Saviour. T hus ſhe mourns, and rea- 


ſon ſays ſhe ſhould ; but religion teaches her to mourn as 
one that is not without hope. | 

The diflolving moment come the watchful infernals 
took wing and fled, leaving the foul for ever to the 
_ bleſſed polleflion of uninterrupted. peace; ſhe aſcending ' 
triumphant, and wrapt in extatic wonder, ſat for a ſeaſon 
on the clayey lips of her beloved mate, and ſhone more 
glorioufly than all her attendants, who, free from en- 
vy, joyfully faluted her with e Peace be unto thee,” and 


fondly congratulated her on her fafe arrival on the con- | 


fines of eternity. ; 
By this time I thought I aw an nde te company 
of the ſeraphic flames, all of them ſhining in the perfec- 

tion of glory, who as the former 'came "at the will of 


Immanuel to congratulate the ſoul on her ſafe paſſape 


through the wilderneſs of tears, and the gloomy valley 


of the ſhadow of DEA TA, and her fafe arrival in Imma- 
nuel's country; then gave her their united welcome into 
their reſplendent ſociety. I cannot now, ah! I cannot 
_ deſcribe the joys of the glory-born foul, when ſhe firſt 
perceived herſelf inveſted with the radiance of heaven, 


and ſenſibly preſt to the fervent boſom of everlaſting 
love, for her admiration was inexpreſſible. But my be- 


nevolent guide, the good Veratia, now becoming an in- 
terpreter, with 'no- ſmall difficulty I gathered up ſome _ 


feu of her rapturous expreſſions, which but for his aſ- 
| fiſtance I could not have done; for the ſpoke in the ce- 


leſtial tongue, which is a language that I never had 
learned; and ſo imperfect is the fragment which 1 col- 


lected when compared with the original, that I redden, 


with ſhame, and my heart flutters with fear to expoſe it 
60 der, lelt T ſhould Yay injure the ſubject, and At NE, 
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Could ſearcely with coolneſs admire, but x hold, 


% TH 7. 


clipſe the glory which, I would gladly (the Lord knows): 
recommend to human eſteem. But encouraged by the 
confeſſion of the incomparable Paul, here we ſce darkly 
and but in port, I will ventwe to write it, though it is 
55 it were with fear and trembling, . 
Doc ſooner was the happy ſoul diſentangled from mor- 
tality, but ſhe was filled with the fulneſs of the glory 
of God, and in the higheſt elevation of tranſport, cried 
out with a voice of the moſt perfect melody, 
Is this the reſting-place, to which we weary pilgrims are 
brought after a mament's trouble below? Glorious reft ! 
I have often heard, I have often longed for the poſſeſſion 
of thee when toſſed with the tempeſt of life: Happy I! 
| Blefled peace! Uninterrupted joy and permanent reſt ! 
Hallelujah! Let all the empyrean hoſts, let all the mili- 
tant church inceſſantly praiſe in tne higheſt ſtrain, the 
eternal and bounteous provider of this glorious reſt, in 
which all our labour and forrow ſhall eternally ceaſe. 
bs this the heaven I have fo often heard preached ? T his 


gloriqus place! O heaven]! How often have I heard of 


thy divine excellencies when ſojourning in the world be- 
low? But now I behold thy refulgent glories withqut, 
an interpoſing cloud, and lo! the thouſandth part of thy. 
beauties was never diſcloſed.” Happy are thine inhabi- 
tants, thou imperial city, for the great king is in the 
midſt of thee; his, uncreated glories irradiate every cor- 
hr of thy bliſsful ſtreets. Bleſt and unſullied manſions 
of the _difetgbodied ſpirits of the juſt! Happy I, who 

v to the poſſeſſion of this divine inheri- 

tance.“ Is this the Saviour whom I formerly denied? 
Ever till the day of unfruſtrable grace IT og unto. 

' thee, thou adorable Lord, I wilt not have zee to reign, 
oyer me. But, O my Lord, am I now at laſt bleſt 
With the immegiate viſion of ther? Thau Sharon rofe 
divine! Thy beauties, Lord, how amiable! O how 
tra 1 great are thine excellent glories? Eternal. 
OY and  all-conquering Saviour, I am now. at laſt raviſhed 
+ with thy ſuperrabundant goodneſs, Which on earth I 
8 admire, but now I behold. 


2 


be end of all my former crofſes ; mafly treafure ! glo- 
- rivus luſtre! Ho:y hiking, is the ſtupendous plage! In 


dhe world below, my eyes were dreadfully obſcure, but 
not 1 bebolg all the excellencies, of Godhead. All the 
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AKdiant beams of unclouded divinſty i in their fulleſt re- 
fa ſhining forth in thine immaculate perſon. 
*hou adorable efus | Bleſſed thou Happy I! Blefſed 
Afflictions, Which in thy all- p owerful hand, thou ete er- 
flal Spirit have fitted me for "thoſe unfutliable mainfio tis 
of uninterrapted felicity. oF 
Sin and DEATH, where ate e now ? Trait; pled 


for ever beſteatli my ictorious feet. ' Adorable Salone 


the conqueſt is thine. Le tempting fierids, the pro- 
miled time is 1 5 commenced that . 

envious rage. No more, ye malignant infernals, ſhall 

- Four cruel buffetings' be Able ts ſhake the tranquillity 

_ of this ever; peaceful and glorified mind. Nor ſhall 


pour ſpear- like tongues, ye dans of violence and deceit; 


eyvermore be able to. tardith my conduct with blame, 
Ye children of perfidy, ye treacherous petſecutors ' of 
the gtacious church, the gulphi is fixed and here you 
cah never come a fecotd time to perp lex me with for- 
row; nor Nane the tumultu pte rage. of fer luſts and 


ou bleſſed. 550 Miel. eee with the hg | 


portable blaze of delighted divinity, here let me ba 
for ever, though the bliſs is inſufferable. Already killed 
with the funf of manifeſt and imparted love; let m 


drink for ever at the fountain a,. Ever, for ever, 
my God, will I praiſe thee ; ;. inceſſantly praiſe ties 
whilſt eternity endures. Grace and Providence, provi- | 
dence and WAP ſhall fill. up the meaſure of mine _eter- 
nally delightful ſong. This is m employment; this 


is the taſk preſcribed” by the liweet obligations. of reti 
tude: . 


Having oather? d up this ag im perfect bid 94 
1 


N T fear! . thought that the Lenne Was drawn, Al 


the viſion d parted fiom me ; afid 15 aſtoniſhed at What 
I had heard red ſcen, turned to mj Euide, and in tranſ- 
port ſaid: No wonder, fir, if Balzam who defiret to ſee 
the viſions of the Albig hty, defired to die the death of 
the "righteous, and enjoy. fuch a latter end as theirs, Na 
Wonder if Judas the traitor deſpaired and hanged him» 


elf, after Having betrayed ſuch a rlorious Saviour. AS 


this. Ah, a ak my good Piratis, ma ay F enj: oy the 15 


din ine favour Wha ever elle Ti may lack! May endure 


orn for ever your | 
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N Al. forrow which both earth and hell can inflie; rather 
than miſs of the glory which ſhall be revealed. Fall 
mort of heaven! O] T tremble. at the thought. Fall 
| ſhort of heaven ! If T ſhould, I ſhould be = all crea- 
tures the moſt emphatically wretched and miſerable... Lo 
love, to. ſee, and not enjoy, ah what intolerable anguiſn 
would it give! If it depended leſs or-more on, works of 
my performing, I could not avoid falling ſhort. But 
it is of grace, all of grace, of nothing. but grace and 
ſo let grace have the glory for ever ſecure. O let me 
not deceive myſelf in a matter of ſuch grand importance; 
1 but raw and unexperienced as I am, I think I haye ſome- 
1 . thing of the ſame hope which the good Stabilius ex- 
1 N prefſed, and O, Veratio, may my latter end be like his. 
Niere my guide addreſſed me, and ſaid, Now, Novi- 
tio, you have ſeen ſomething of DEATH transformed 
into life, and it is glorious in your eſteem; but if you 
will follow me, we may yet make farther diſcoverigs re- 
lating to the departure of the ſanctified. By this 
my curioſity Was ſtretched to the utmoſt pitch, byes ye 
I needed but little perſuaſion to attend to farther diſco- 
yeries, ſeeing the departure. of Humilius and of Stabilius 
Was fo very , at leaſt to myſelf, therefore I ſaid 
to my guide, lead Veratio, lead whereyer den will, and 
1 Will follow you. 
Are you ſure of that? replied Viratin. 'perhaps you 
may be miſtaken ; a much ſtronger perſon than Newitio 
© tappears to be, hath deſerted. me before now; and the 
ſtrongeſt have found it difficult enough to adhere to me 
at certain times. Pardon me, fir, replied I, I meant 
1 x hilt ou unfold ſuch agreeable ſcenes; for | perceive 
1 oy fir; their influence is attractive. Well, Novitio, repli.d 
_ he, I agree with you in that, for when you are ſtrongly 
1 dr rawn, Y do not doubt but you will tun apace. How- 
—_ ever at preſent let us attend to the matter in hand. | 
= 1 Accordingly he led me away from this Pp another, but 
| mean apartment, and as we entered he ſaid, Now Ne- 
dvitio, prepare yourſelf for ſceing the wonderous works 
of the Almighty. I admired, what miracle I was now 
to behold, but ere long I beheld a miracle of grace; a 
poor woman and three. ſmall children were the humble 
inhabitants of this. deſpicable hut; and, as I. learned 
ftom my y guide, the poor but tender mother, whoſe 
name Was ings) al been confingd, to her bed by 
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ſome of them meanly, others uf them better attire, 


were come to viſit her, deſirous to perform the beſt offi- 
ces of Chriſtian friendſhip, expecling that ber departure. 
from earth was at hand, one of whom who ſtood by. 


her bed-ſtde ſpoke to her thus My dear friend, Hidella, 
J ſee your body is very low, and in all appearance the hour 


ot your departure is approaching near, but if ſtrength will 
permit 1 ſhould be glad to know how. it is with you in 


your ſoul? For I have ſometimes. known! the ſoul to be, 
molt healthful and vigorous, when. the outward man 
has been in the very arms of [DEAT d.,. To whom I 
thought Fidelia replicd : O my. friend]! we have a kind 


and compaſſionate Lord; his comfasts to me a poor un- 


worthy creature, are neither; few por. ſmall. may; 
well ſay he feedeth me with his grace, and all his paths 


drop fatneſs to me. O my friends, my root is in the beſt 
ſoil, and the dew lies all night upon my branches. 


let me ever be thankful; for that ſweet and tranſporting 


day on which I found freedom of foul! to rely upon 
Chriſt alone for ſalvation, as he is held forth in the goſ- 


pel. Bleſſed be God for the freedom tb call the Re- 
deemer my on, and to look on him in an appropriating 


way. O the ſweetneſs of the remembrange of it! It 


weighs me dawn wich the delightful weight af hum- 
bling love; g rederming, and regenerating love 


commended ff y the ſweeteſt and moſt perſuaſive eſo- 


quence unto my heart, and ſtill it is the more endearing. 
becauſe of its diſctiminating nature. O] it is unſpeak- 
able! O che heights and depths! O) divine love]! Wu 


is it that I, a poor unworthy, hell-deſerying ſinnet, 
ſnhould be found thy favoured object? Amazing and mi- 
raculous grace] that ever the great ſalvation of the a- 
dorable Jefus hath: laid hold on me, and preached itfelf 
into my very heart, although I am the baſeſt of all tne 

human creation: behold I fee the wiſe, the moral, the 
rich, and the noble, ſtanding at a diſtance: from the 
great ſalvation, and ſtrangers to the pardoning mercy. 

'© 160d, whilit I the moſt unworthy of all am fed with 


- 
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_ deathly diſorder for the ſpace! of fix weeks or upwards, 
and by this time ſhe [ſeemed almoſt conquered by, the 

fatal enemy to nature, though ſhe ſtill retained the per- 

ect uſe of her reaſon, and ſtill was capable of ſpeaking 

to her vifitants. At the time of our going into her 
mean apartment, ſome few, of her friendly acquaintance, 
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the comforts of his love. It is thy doing, O thou om- 
nipotent Saviour, and it is marvellous in my eyes. Thou 
loveſt merely becauſe thou wilt love, and pardoneft only 
becauſe it is thy pleaſure ſo to do. 
After ſome time, her friend addreſt bimſelf to her as 
follows; I perceive Fidelia, and I am glad to fee it that 
you do not quarrel with the providence of God, becauſe 
he hath given you but a ſcanty meaſures of worlal ſub- 
ſtance; you ſeem as not offended becauſe you 21 poor, 
and have not fortunes to leave your children. 
No, my friend, replied ſhe, I am not angry, for the 
Lord doth all things well, and my lot hath been juſt and 
rightly determined; J would not om any account, that it 
had been any other than it has been. Whatever beauty | 
others may think there is in growing riches, I muſt tell you 
for my own part, that I would not for the world I had been 
born to be rich, for wherever they'come, riches are ſure to 
bea burden to the poſſeſſor; therefore, he who well un- 
derſtood the nature of things, ſays, he that increaſeth in 
them, doth: alſo increaſe in ſorrow. And I have always 
found my own corruptions to be burden enough for me 
— to bear up the hill towards mount Zion, without a weight 
of thick clay, however brilliant, on my ſhoulders. 
Here my guide gently jogged me, and ſaid this is moſt 
excellently judged of Fidelia, for as weights of lead are 
to the courſer, when he runs for the plate, ſo is gold 
to the follower of Chriſt. It is very difficult to poſſeſs 
gold without loving of it, and you may know that the 
love of money is the root of all evil; inſomuch that it is 
next to impoſſible for a rich man to * a true and A N : 
_ Chriltian. p 
In the mean while, Filelia eegtinudd . Cai; Had I 
been full; I might with many others have forgot my God; 
but my narrow circumſtances have furniſhed" me with 1 
many precious opportunities of beholding the goodness 
of his providence; which opportunities I had certainly 
Joſt, had my circumſtahces been affluent. I think I ſee 
- ſuch a beauty in the unerring diſpenſations of providence 
towards me, that no way ſo ſuitable could have been cho- 
ſeri, as the vety way which my gracieus God hath taken 
to bring me to himfelf and his glory. Well may I cry 
out with the 25 6 of the — of Nis wiſdom | 
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Filled with admiration at the goodneſs of God, Fidelia 
ſtopped here, and. Veratio ſaid to me, It has been Nobitio 
the error of mary writers, and ſtill more of readers, to 
ſuppeſe that ſmal} entertainment, and but few profitable 


hints, are to be drawn from a ſtate of low life : but if we 
will make true religion our theme, where muſt we go to 


find it? If we enquire at the palace of Hlatus, there we ſes 
all the pomp of magnificent pride, driving on in its lofty 


career; or if we call at the feat of Ganz, we are imme- 


diately confronted by drunkenneſs and revelling, and the 
delicate board though covered with the meſt taſtefu} 
viands, is altogether deſtitute of that religion which would 
prevent it beceming a ſnare to the owner, It is much 
more likely, that if in queſt of real religion you will find 
her with wretched Lazarus at the gate, rather than with- 
in the hotel of Dives: for not many wife men after the 
fleſh, not many noble are called to the poſſeſſion of true 
religion; but the poor have the goſpel preached to them, 
and amongſt the lower claſs of the people, religion dwells 


in its greateſt power, as you may ſee in the caſe of Fidelia, 
whoſe. mind is overwhelmed with holy joy, even in the 


midſt of her extreme ſufferings. 


It was now, I thought, that one of her friends aſked 
her how it was with her, as to the comforts of life: to 


which ſhe replied, O my friends, I have all things and 
abound : our gracious God hath promiſed, that our bread 
ſhall be given and our water ſhall be ſure; and to the 
praiſe of his p:cvidence I can ſay, that I have always found 


the promiſe verified, for he is a God keeping covenant, 
and full of faithfulneſs ; this I have always had reaſon to 


note, but more eſpecially have I been ſenſible of it ſince 


the death of my dear Fidelio; ſince then I have been ne- 
ceſſitated to live by faith on the promiſes of a provident 


God. I have been enabled to truſt therin, and never 
knew the promiſes to fail, nor the Lord to fall ſhort of any 

word he hath ſpoken: How ſhall J praiſe thee, thou God 
of infinite fulneſs, who from thine own inexhauſtible 


ſtores, haſt richly ſupplied all my wants ! I long to appear 


before thee, O thou immaculate Redeemer, that I may 


ſee thee in the effulgence of thy glory, for here I ſee dark! 

as in a glaſs. Many are the refreſhing gales of ſweet 
conſolation which I have had in the ordinances of thy 
grace: but now, when J compare them with that un- 
fathomable depth of undecaying comfort. which I ſee im- 
3 5 1 mediately 
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mediatcly before me, they are like the ſmall duſt of the 


baltance when compared to the world, or like to the drop 


of water which hangs at the bucket when compared to 
the vait ocean. O the divine blaze of heavenly glory, 
which already begins to beam upon my foul, even on 
this wilderneſs-ſide of Jordan. O thou new and hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, I am already overcome with thine ex- 
cellent beauties ;, O what mult it be when put in the full 
peſteſſion? And, even now, nothing hinders me from 
teecing on the fatteſt: of thy comforts, but this thin and 


almolt rent vail of mortality. Let it once ie rent, as 


foon it will, and [ ſhall with unſpeakable joy ſuſtain all 
the ſ:upendous blaze of thy unſullicd glories. 


1 long, O! I long to join yonder glorious throng, 


vonder ine church in tne realms above. I long to 


preſs. into yonder bright aſiembly which, by faith, | ſee 
ſurrounding the eternal throne, that I might mingle m 
humble notes with their harmonious voices, and wit! 
them to fing the praiſe of God and of the Lamb. Balten 
thy pace, O ever-tardy time! ye moments ſwiftly end 


your deſtined flight. Lord ſhake my glaſs, that the ſands 


may ſpeedily paſs through. But I ſee, holy and reveiend 


is His name, that there emains but a few particles more 


in the life-end of my glaſs, and they will ſpeedily be 


down, then face to face i ſhall ſec the glorious object of 
my ſupreme delight, and for ever offer up perfect adora- 
tion to him that loved me, and wathed me in his blood. 


With unſpeakable delight F fhail behold that glorious 
face which once was marred with ſhame and ſpitting. I 
| ſhail behold him for myſelf, and not for another. Theſe 


eyes which have ſo often turned aſide af. er vanity, theſe 
very eyes ſhall in tranſport gaze on the king in his 


beauty ; this tongue ſhall delight to praiſe bim eternity 
5 along, and theſe hands which once were the inſtruments 


of untightcouſneſs, {hall throw at his majeftic feet the 


{i glorious crown wherewith this worthlefs head ſhall ſoon 


be adorned. O happy, happy day, that brings home the 


longing exile, and lands the weary pilgrim upon the 


9 ſhore of reſt, - to be ever, ever with the Lord. $@. 


Fidelia finiſhing here, her friend again faid to her; ; My 


dear ſiſter, I rejoice with you that the Lord is pleaſed to 


indulge you with ſuch a meaſure of his ſenſible prefence, 


on this, which otherwiſe would be a day of ſevere trial 
- to 298g dx the Redeemer” 8 preſence makes even DEATH 
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fel not only tolerable, but deſirable and eaſy. But in 
the midſt of your ſenſible enjoyments, you ſeem as if 


you had forgot your three little children: tell me, Fide- 


lia, have you no uneaſineſs at the thoughts of leaving 


them behind vou in a land of, fin and forrow ? Would it 


not, with ſubmiſſion to the divine will, be deſirable to 
you to be ſpared to ſce them brought up to a capacity of 


doing for themſctves? 


To whom Fidella veptied : The Lord hach been a buf: 


* 


band to the widow, and. I am perſuaded he will be a fa- 


ther to the fatherleſs, and an all-ſufficient ſtay to the 
helpleſs orphan. My children are dear, but my Saviour 


. 


is infinitely dearer to me, and I have got fuch a taſte of 
the grapes of the heavenly Canaan, that I cannot think 


of abiding longer on this wilderneſs-fide of the Jordan of 2 


death. My heart is already gone over, O why do I 


tarry any longer behind! but the Lord's time is the beſt. 
Pray for me, my friends, that I may not offend the beſt 


wait for the -diffolving moment. Then her friend ten- 


derly rejoingd But have your companions in War- 


pleaſure leave them in this inhoſpitable world? Then 
ſhe replied: Alas] my friend, of what fervice ean my 


preſence be to a warfaring church? I can be of no ſervice 
at all. But | know. that he who hath choſen, purchaſed, 
and fanified it, will fafely-keep it, and every individual 
member of it to the perfect __ for of all whom'the Fa- 


ther hath given t0-to the Mediator, he hath not loft, he 


will not loſe any thing; no, not the weakeſt, or the 
moſt contemptible ; for all, all ſhalt be gathered ſafe to 
F TTT 


But give the immortal love of a dying woman to our 


fellow-church- members, and tell them from me, that it 


is the laſt requeſt of their dying friend, that they live at 
a greater diſtance from the world. There is, at too. 
much, by far too much likeneſs betwixt the precious 
children of God and the children of the world. Some 
of them, in a manner very unbecoming them, eourt the 
fantaſtical honours, and others ſeem too eagerly vo thirſt 
after the perifhing and unſatisfactory riches of this tranſt- 


D 


_ tory and deluſtwe world, which, if they could ' obtain, 
would all lofe their beauty on a dying day. And others 
of our friends there are, who but too, too much delight 


Pg i . as 1-2 
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fare no weight at all upon your mind? Can you with 


las! too 


from above, where the bleſſed Jeſus fitter 
hand of God. Let them know, that conformity to the 
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in the vain and empty pleaſures of the fleſh, which at beſt 


are no more than an aereal dream. But O! tell them 
from me, that the honours of life are lighter than chaff, 


and will all be driven away by the breath of Jehovah's 


fan, when he comes to purge his floor; then, my 


friends, they will appear lighter than nothing, and alto- 
gether vanity. O that they could be perſuaded that gold 


and filver is one of the moſt dangerous burdens that a 
Chriſtian poſſibly can carry: the love of money is the 
root of all evil. They will never repent when they come 
to a death-bed, that they are not rich and cannot leave 
Fortunes for their children. Tell them, that if the Al- 
mighty, in his wiſdom, ſee that riches are for their good, 
he will, in his benevolence, beſtow them without their 
immoderate care, or without injuring their minds in the 
leaſt. O let Chriſtians beware of accounting gain to be 


godlineſs. Tell them from me, that the purſuit of 
worldly pleaſure is the certain way to diſhonour their 
God, and deſtroy the peace of their own ſouls. O per- 
ſuade them, as Chriſtians, to ſeek the things which come 

5 at the right 


cuſtoms of the world is highly injurious to the cauſe and 


intereſt of Chriſt, and has a natural tendency to harden 
poor ſinners in their rebellion againſt God. When they 
come to a death-bed, as I am now, all thoſe names of 
honour, the efteem of mankind, and all the comfort 
which ſprings from the poſſeſſion of riches, will vaniſh 


away as empty vapours and ſmoke. Verily all things here 


below are vanity, The divine religion of the ever- 


loving and ever-lovely Jeſus, is the one thing needful ; 


res only thing that will yield ſatisfaction on a dying 
day. 1 . IT i 
; Fidelia having exhauſted her ſtrength, remained a con- 
 ſiderable time filent, and Veratio turned himſelf toward, 
and addreſſed me as follows. 
Know, Novitio, that Fidelia was daughter to a worthy 
tradeſman named Philalethes, one who was a conſtant 
lover, and a punctual obſerver of truth, as all that dealt 


with him would readily teſtify. Philalethes was parent 


.to a numerous offspring, whom he carefully inſtructed 
in the principles of religion. As ſoon as his tender in- 
fants began to liſp forth their innocent and child-like 
prattlings, he uſed to deal with them as with rational 


creatures, 
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creatures, and ſtudied to impreſs their minds with a 
ſenſe of the 1 and omnipreſence of God, and 


particularly o utter 2 
verſion to ſin. It was his conſtant cuſtom to maintain 


the purity of his nature, and his utter a- 


regularly at a certain hour twice a day the worſhip of 


_ God in his family, at which time he took care that no 


buſineſs, however urgent, ſhould hinder the attendance 
of either children or ſervants, accounting it his-honour, 
as he found it his pleaſure, to go before his family in the 
worſhip of God ; and well knowing, that the Almighty 


delighteth more in the gates of Zion than in all the dwel- 
ings of Jacob, he carefully led his whole family duly 
to attend the public worſhip of God, during which he 


accuſtomed his children from their youngeſt years to a 


decent and becoming gravity in the houſe of prayer; 
and as he ſuffered no part of the holy ſabbath to be de- 
voted to vain amuſements or worldly buſineſs, the morn- 


ing thereof was chiefly employed in divine worſhip, 
and in putting his family in mind of the ſolem- 
nity of the ſanctuary ſervice which they were to en- 
ter upon; and in the evening his care was to improve 
the ſermons which they had heard, and adminiſter ſuit- 
able inſtructions to the various branches of his family, 
according to their ſeveral capacities. But well know- 
ing that human endeayours avail but little without the 


the bleſſing, and had the pleaſure of ſeeing that his en- 


— . * * * 
deavours and prayers were not in vain, as his family, 


even from their younger years, were properly reſtrained 


ſev b bleſſing, he was a fervent wreſtler with God for 


from the faſhionable vices which corrupt our youth, and 


were perfect ſtrangers to the brilliance of a ball, and 


the irreligious entertainment of a theatre. In the diſ- 


poſal of his children in marriage, he was not ſo care- 
ful about worldly advantages as he was ftrictly nice in 
his enquiries, whether there was a likeneſs in their natu- 
ral diſpoſition, the viſible appearance of real grace in 


the ſoul, and a harmony in their religious ſentiments, 


well knowing that unleſs a huſband and wife are of the 


ſame opinion, both with regard to doctrine and manner 


of worſhip, that there is but little proſpect of that union 


which is ſo eſſential to mutual happineſs. Fidelia he 
married to a worthy young man, of but ſmall for- 
tune, whole name was Fidelio, a mechanical tradeſ- 


man, who in their younger years ſuſtained ſuch loſſes 


J 
in trade, as reduced him to the 5 of ſupporting 
bis family by the labour of his hands; and no labour he 
t too hard to ſupport. his wife and children whom 
he ſo tenderly loved. But as one ſays in a certain place, 
it ſometimes happens to a righteous: perſon according ta 
the defert of the wicked; ſo it happened to Fidelia, for 
it pleaſed the Lord a fe Years ſince to take her h huſband 
away at a very ſhort notice, fram her head, to pol- 
ſeſs the heavenly diadem to which he was appointed. 
Her fervent, and faithful friend, her diligent provider 
being gone, ſhe found herſelf in a melanchd y ſitu- 
Peg left in at, inhoſpitable; world with: three; tender 
and beloved infants, one of whom was but juſt wean- 
ed from the breaſt, But her God, her faithful God, 
was the object of her truſt; ſhe ſentibly felt the ſtroke, and 
was humbled under the afflicting dif NN ; but never, 
never was the grieved Fidelia heard to alledge that the 
almighty diſpoſer dealt hardly with her. Never was ſhe 
known in a way of munzuring and impatience to ſay 
Unto God, pat deft thou? 

On the other hand, ſhe was careful to know whether 
the had not purchaſed the affliction to herſelf by an over 
{eſteem for, and too much dependence on her huſband ; 
thereby withholding a part of her heart from, and i in- 
fkringing her duty of full dependence, on God. In the 
times of her deepeſt diftreſs ſhe was wont thus to rea- 
ſon: I know, yea I am fully perſuaded, that the 
Lord afflicteth not willingly; ; there muſt be a need be 
before he is pleaſed to apply the rod. Inſtead of mourn- 
ing as one without hope, her principal care was that the 
diſpenſation might be ſanctifed to her advantage and 
growth in grace, that ſhe might live more upon, and 
roll more * in he, Saviour who died for wr. Hat. 


— — 


being g very low alter the death = her huſband, the was 
brought to the neceſſity of living by faith in a pro- 
miſing God, even for hers and her childrens daily ſuſte- 
nan ce, which I aſſure you -is tar | from being, the eaſieſt I 
| on of the exereiſe of leit 1 = = 
. bing _ | 


Diſtreſt Fidelia is uſed to comfort herſelf in reflecting 
upon the regard which Jehovalt has, expreſſed towards the 
poor and needy, and efpecially his declaring of himſelf 
er to be a huſband to the widow, a father to the fatheriels, 
and a ſtay to the helpleſs orphan ;“ ahd thus ſhe is wont to 
reflect within herſelf, „ The glorious God, he who hath 
ſeen it meet to take” away my huſband, from me, hath 
graciouſly promiſed to be a Huſbang'to me himſelf, and, if 
| ke will be a huſband to me, as he hath faid, he will ſurely 
act the part of the beſt of huſbands, The huſbands. 
part is to direct, defend and provide for his ſpouſe, and 
all this the Lord hath promiſed he will do for the widow 
who truſts in him, This is agrecable to the tenor of the 
promiſes in general, and in particular to that falutary 
word, on which he hath cauſed me to hope, where he 
hath declared himſelf a /a7 and a field to his people. 
Hete is /ight to lead and direct, heré Is heat to ;nfaggce 
and RNs me in all my languor, and here is a thield 
for ſafety, a ſhield of protection from all enemies out- 
ward and inward ; he addeth, I. will give grace to ſup: 
port under, and to ſanctify afflictions, and; when the 
work is finiſhed, he ſays, I will give glory, This life is 
indeed a life of infinite wants, but here is proviſion made 
_ againſt them all; for it is added, I will withhold, no 
good thing. This is an ample proviſian made for all my 
neceſſities. Great as they ate, the grace of the promiſe 
is infinitely greater. Here is conſolatory ſupply for the 
moſt deſolate widow, I will therefore truſt in the Lord, 
and not be afraid, and, ſo truſting, I ſhall never be con- 
founded, nor ſhall my hope for ever be put to ſhame. 
This is the ground of all my confidence, he encourages the 
boldneſs of the weak, the poor, and needy ; but abhor- 
reth the timidity of the unbelieving. None are ever con- 
demned for truſting in the Lord with a holy boldneſs, in 
proportion to their neceſſities; my neceſſities are great, 
therefore, O Lord, may my truſt in thee be ſtrong.” It 
was thus ſhe was wont to commune with her own heart 
in profitable reflections upon the promiſes of God. She 
was likewiſe accuſtomed eatly to tell her children, that 
now they had no natural father to provide for and diſpoſe 
of them ; but that God "hath declared himſelf the father 
of the Lare and ſhe hoped that He would be a father. 
to them. Larneſtſy did ſhe recommend them to the 


grace and protection of the divine ſhepherd, Who bears 


the ſeraphic 


78 e 8 
the lambs on his arm, and nouriſheth them in his 
boſom. She prayed, and ſhe hoped that God would be 
the guardian of their infant years, and train them up in 
his own fear, nurture and admonition, provide for 
them things neceſſary, and diſpoſe of them to. the glory 
both of his providence and grace. Thus her daily prayers 
were unto the Lord, and all her cares were committed 
unto him ; nothing doubting, but In the unbounded be- 
nificence of his nature he would take ſpecial care both 
of her and her's. pe 1 „ 
Thus ſhe lived in a conſtant reliance on the providence 
and promiſes of God, and was never diſappointed, not- 
withſtanding her faith was frequently tried as with fire; 
and now ſhe is a dying, could I paint to you the holy 
Joys of her elevated foul, if you were poſſeſt of all the 
wealth of the Indies, Novitio, you would willingly part 
with it, if it were poſſible that you could exchange your 
condition for ſuch as hers. An explicit narration of Fi- 
delia's experience would be of more uſe to the church of 
Chriſt, than the voluminous elaborate works of many 
a learned doctor, who hath not had the ſame experience; 
for there hath been more religion in one week of her 
life, than in thirty years preaching of ſome who are 
called maſters in Iſrael. And now, Novitio, that you 
may know that God is not aſhamed of the meaneſt of 
his ſaints, I have a mind once more to give you a view 
of the immaterial world; thereby you will fee that the 
angels of God do not deſpiſe her becauſe of her poverty. 
This ſaid, he again in his uſual manner ſo ſtrengthen- 
ed my viſual ray, that inſtantly I ſaw that the place was 
- Hilled with the heavenly hoſts, who unweariedly miniſtred 
to the dying woman; and ſhe, notwithſtanding in the 
_ _ embraces of DEATH was fo tranſported with holy joy 
that ſhe forgot the pains of dying. So fervently glowed 
lame in her heart; and in ſuch profuſion the 
_ Joys of approaching eternity were poured into her 
ſoul, that all ſenſation of pain feemed to be gone. 
By this time the lamp of nature only glimmering in the 
ſocket, ſhe lay ſupinely ſtretched on her bed, longing and 
waiting for the diſſolving moment, and ſo long as her 
voice continued articulate ſhe diſpenſed inſtructions to her 
friends, adoring the riches of redeeming, and 
regenerating love. At laſt, perceiving that nature's 


elevated, 
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elevated, and holy triumph ſmiling on her countenance, 


with a voice which could ſcarcely be heard, ſhe ſaid, 


Come, Father ; come, thou knoweſt I am waiting thy 
command. And in a few moments after, ſhe quietly de- 


parted, and her glorified foul ee in fellowſhip with 
the miniſters of heaven, formerly her inviſible attendants; 


and now ſwift as thought, they carry her to the bliſsful 


regions of eternal day. There ſhe was received with 


joyful acclamations by all the hoſts of the heaven of 


heavens, and the ever adorable Redeemer pronounced her 
bleſſed, ſaying, Well done thou good and faithful 


_ fervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord; thou haſt been 
faithful over a few things, therefore thou ſhalt be ruler 


over many.” On which I thought ſhe was crowned with 


immortality and inveſted with all the royalties of glory. 


As I was gazing on the unutterable glories of the hea- 
venly world, my beloved fleep departed from me, the un- 
welcome morning ruſhed in upon me, and bereaved me 


of the ſweet delights I had enjoyed in the night. 
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Pag. 16. 1. 6. for could find, r. could find kim, P. 24. I. 16. . and deter- 


minaate teſtament. P. 67.1, 38. for Balaam who deſired to ſee, r. Balaam ſaw, 


This Day is publiſhed, 


By the ſame AUTHOR, the Third Edition, price gd, 

THE ARIANS and SOCINIANS MONITOR, 
being a Viſion that a young Socinian Teacher latex 

had, in which he ſaw, in the moſt exquiſite Torment, 


his Tutor, who died ſome Vears ago; and had fiom his 


own Mouth the fearful Relation of what befel him at nag 
after his Neath. Together with many Inſtruction rela», _ 
ting to the Socinian Errors; by all which he is turned ts 


the Faith of the Goſpel, and fubſcribeth his Name 


Antiſocinus. 
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F Hr Goſpel Myſtery of SANCTIFICATION opted 
Jin ſundry, practical Directions ſuited eſpecially to 
the Caſes of thoſe mw labour under the Guilt and Power 
of indwelling Sin, By the Rev, W. MARSHALL. With. 
A Recommendatory 2 by the late Rev. Mr. HER- 


. 
| Ha ram Mc. Heaver” Theron and Aſpaſio, Vol. 


III. p. 336, Third Edition. 


* It is with. great Pleaſure, and without any Diffi- 
dende, that I refer my Readers to Mr. MARSHALII's 
* Freatiſe on SANCTIFICATION, which I ſhall not re- 

* commend in the Style of a Critic, nor like a Perſon 


4 of Paſte, but with all the Simplicity of the weakeſt 
© Chriftian; I mean from my own Experience: It haas 


5 been made one of the moſt uſeful Books to my own 
Heart. I ſcarce ever fail to receive ſpiritual Conſola- 
+ tion and Strength from the Peruſal of it. And was 1 
(e 


to be banifhed into ſome deſalate Ifland, poſſeſſed only 
„ of two Books, beſides my BiBLE, this ſhould be one 
Hoof the two; perhaps the firſt that I would chuſe.“ 


N. B. As there are ſeveral Aoridgments and rarerret8 Editions of this 


Book, it is become neceflary to inform the Public, that this Edition is 


. Be printed from the Copy for which Mr. Hervey wrote the Preface; and that 


there is ne correct and complete Edition delabes that printed Ke 8 Jounsox 
and Co. in Paternoſter-Row. 


22. The GOLDEN TREASURY, for the Children 
of God, whoſe Treaſure is in Heaven. Conſiſting of ſe- 

lect Texts of the Bible, with practical Obſcrvations in 
I Proſe and Verſe for every Day in the Lear. Written 


v. H. v. Bo ATZE Y. With a Preface of the Author, 


on the right Uſe of this Book, and now for its great Uſe- 
fulneſs tranſlated from the 19th Edition of the German, in 
two Parts, bound together, Price 3s. 6d, ---N. B. The 


= 2 Part may be had alone, Price 28. to complete the firſt. 
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2. The Seraphical Yaung SHEPHEKD. Being a 


very remarkable Account af a Shepherd in France, about 


tighteen Years of Age; who, without any other Means 
| than the Scriptures, and the Teachings of God's Holy | 

Spirit, attained to a very uncommon and evangelical 
Ly Knowledge of, the true God, and Jefus Chtiſt whom he 
hat ſent, Now tranſlated fron the French; and 5 5 450 | 
With Notes. By CoxxELIIUs CAYLEY, j Je: late Cterl 


the Princels Dowager of Wales's Treaſury. 28. bd. 
Tonnsow and Co. in n er 
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